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THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE AND SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 


THe Sarttors’ Magazine AND SEAMEN’S E'RIEND, a monthly pamphlet of 
thirty-two pages, will contain the proceedings of the American Seamen’s Friend 
Society, and its Branches and Auxiliaries, with notices of the labors of local in- 
dependent Societies, in behalf of Seamen. It will aim to present a general view 
of the history, nature, progress and wants of the SramEn’s Causz, commending 
it prices. to the sympathies, the prayers and the benefactions of all Christian 
people. 

ft is designed also to furnish interesting reading matter for Seamen, especially 
such as will tend to their spiritual edification. Important notices to Mariners, 
memoranda of disasters, deaths, &c., will be given. It will contain correspon- 
dence and articles from our Foreign Chaplains, and of Chaplains and friends of 
the cause at home. No field at this time presents more ample material for an 
interesting periodical. To single subscribers OnE DoLtaR a year, invariabl 
in advance. It will be furnished Life Directors and Life Members gratui- 
tously, wpon an annual request for the same. 


THE SEAMEN’S FRIEND 


Is also issued as an eight page tract adapted to Seamen, and gratuitously 
distributed among them. . It is furnished Auxiliary Societies for this use, at the 
rate of one dollar per hundred. 


THH LIFE BOAT. 
This little sheet, published monthly, will contain brief anecdotes, incidents, 
and facts relating to Sea Libraries. 
Any Sabbath-School that will send us $20, for a loan library, shall have fifty 
copies gratis, monthly, for one year, with the postage prepaid by the Society 


In making remittances for subscriptions always procure @ draft on N ew York. 
Office Money Order, if possible. Where neither of these can be procured, send tneimanns 


but always in @ REGISTERED letter. The registration fee has been reduced to fifteen cents, « 


and the present registration system has been found by the postal authorities to be virtuall: 
an absolute protection against losses by mail. All Postmast i i 
ters whenever requested to do so. uf ere Swe eee reeer ie 
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Vol. 50, JUNE, 1878, No. 6. 


OUR SEMI-CENTENARY. 
MmOW il Was CHLEEBRATED: 


THE FrrrierH ANNIVERSARY of the organization of the AMERICAN 
SEAMEN’S FRIEND Society was duly observed, as announced in the 
last number of the MaGazrnu, at the Broadway Tabernacle, on Monday 
the 6th May, 1878. The weather was delightful, and a goodly number 
of workers and friends of the seamen’s cause gathered during the day 
in the lecture room of the church,—who were deeply interested and 
| profited alike by the exercises of the morning and of the afternoon. . 
In the evening, at half-past seven, the beautiful audience room of the 
Tabernacle was well filled by a ‘‘ great congregation,” including many 
of the most prominent members of the city churches, and those best 
known in connection with works of Christian beneficence, who repeat- 
| edly testified their interest in the services. 
| Altogether, this grateful and important day in the record of the 
| Society’s work for seamen, elicited the profoundest thanksgiving to 
God for his guiding and inspiring presence, and for his goodness to the 
| sailor, and to the Society during the last half century. 

During the day and evening, the following friends of seamen were 
‘in attendance, upon the anniversary:—Ricuarp P. Buck, Esq., the 
President of the Society, Reav-Admiral MELANCHTON Situ, of the U. 
S. Navy, one of its Vice-Presidents, the Rev. Joun Spavupine, D.D., 
_ its Corresponding Secretary from 1840 to 1856, Rev. Harmon Loomts, 
_D. D., who held the same office from 1844 to 1870, with L. P. HusBarp, 
Esq., its Financial Agent since 1863. Rey. J. E. Rockwet1, D. D., 
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Henry A. Hurtzut, and Reusen W. Ropes, Esq’s., Rev. Dr. E. D. 
G. Prue, of the New York Observer, Rev. KE. N. Wurtz, D. D., 
Marston Nixes, Esq., Capt. Davip Gituusprp, and other well known 
gentlemen were in attendance from our present Board of Trustees, — 
and of the Society’s past and present missionaries and workers, the 
venerable Rev. Dr. E. N. SawTeE.t, our Chaplain at Havre, France, 
from 1835 to 1843, and from 1855 to 1863;—Rev. RricHaRD WEBB, our 
Chaplain at Savannah, Ga., since 1868, with Rev. Messrs. HUBBARD 
BrEBsE, present District Secretary of the Society for Western and 
Southern New England, Rev. 8. W. Hanks, long Secretary of the 
Boston Seamen’s Friend Society, and also a District Secretary of the 
AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SocIETy, were present; with Rev. H. 
H. McFaruanb, Rev. EpmMunp O. Bates, JoHN S. Pierson, Esq., 
and others associated in the Society’s work, for a greater or less period 
of time. Several of the leading clergy of the city were also interested 
auditors and participants, during the exercises,—with Bishop FELLOWES 
of the Reformed Church, the veteran Rev. Dr. SOHAUFFLER, for many 
years missionary of the A. B. C. F. M. in Turkey, Rev. J. MILTON 
GREEN of Staten Island, Rev. J. D. Jonzs of Cleveland, Ohio, Rev. 
Dr. J. M. Stevenson and Mr. 8. W. Stessrns of the American Tract 
Society,—Mr. T. D. Wixiiams, Missionary of the Brooklyn (N. Y.) 
City Bible Society, the Rev. CHartes R. TREAT of Greenwich, Conn., 
Ex-Chaplain SmirH and others of the U. 8S. Navy,—with many gentle- 
men who cannot be particularized. A telegram was received, early in 
the day, from Hon. R. W. THompson, Secretary of the Navy, at Wash- 
ington,—and subsequently a letter,—announcing his inability to be 
present, in consequence of the pressure of public duties. The absence 
of the Secretaiy was especially regretted, in view of the fact that at the 
organization of the Society, fifty years ago, Hon. Smirn THOMPSON, of 
New York City, then Secretary of the Navy, presided,—and became 
the Society’s first President. / 

The chair was taken at 10-30 a. m., by the President of the Society, 
RicHarp P. Buck, Esq., and prayer was offered by Rev. B. F. Srmap, — 
D. D., of Astoria, L. I. Then proceeding as in convention, a paper 
was read by the Corresponding Secretary of the Society, Rev. 8. H. | 
Hatt, 1). D., entitled,— 1 

The Origin and History of the American Seamen’s Friend Society. ) 

This paper is printed in full on pages 171-179 of the present num- 
ber of the Macazinu. Like all the others presented at the morning — 
and afternoon sessions, it had been prepared at the request of the |f 
Committee of Arrangements for the Anniversary, and was followed by ; 
remarks illustrative and confirmatory of its facts and views, from — 
various gentlemen, The audiences in attendance were evidently deeply . 
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impressed by the contemplation of God’s work among seamen during 
the last fifty years. This was succeeded by a paper upon,— 
The great change in public sentiment in regard to the Conversion 
of Seamen, 
read by Rev. CHArLsEs J. Jonus, Chaplain of the Sailor’s Snug Har- 
bor, Staten Island, N. Y. At its conclusion, Rev. Joun SpavuLprina, 
D. D., of New York City, read an excellent paper on— 
The recent remarkable Revival of God’s Work among Seamen. 

He was succeeded by Rev. Epwarp Hopper, D. D., Pastor of the 
Church of Sea and Land, New York, upon,— 

Christian Character as developed among Seamen. 

Rev. J.. KE. Rockweui, D. D., Pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, at Edgewater, S. I., next presented a paper upon 

The Cooperation of all National and Local Institutions 
in behalf of Seamen,— 
and was followed by Joun S. Piurson, Esq., General Agent of the 
New York Marine Bible Society, who treated the subject of 
Sea-Colportage, and Ship’s Libraries. 

A very rich paper was next in order, prepared and read by Rey. E. 
N. SawtTeE.u, D. D., upon,— 

The Encouragements to Prayer for Seamen. 

Rev. IsraEL P. Warren, D. D., of Portland, Me., a Corresponding 
Secretary of the Society from 1856 to 1858, was unable to be present, 
but sent a letter full of hearty congratulation, and furnished a paper 
which was read by Rey. Dr. SPAULDING, upon,— 

The Relation of Gospel Work among Seamen to the other Causes 
of Christian Effort for the Conversion of the World. 

A paper transmitted by Rey. 8. C. Damon, D. D., Chaplain of the 
Society at Honolulu, 8. I., since the year 1842, was presented, and 
ordered printed, its subject, — 

The Relation of Work for Seamen in the Pacific Ocean 
to the Evangelization of China and Japan. 

This closed the remarkably able and practical series of papers whose 
provision was the principal feature of this most notable occasion;—but 
in connection with them a congratulatory communication was received 
and read from the Norfolk, Va., Seamen’s Friend Society, long a valued 
auxiliary of our Society; and letters were also submitted from the 
President and Chaplain of the Boston, Mass., Seamen’s Friend Society, 
regretting their inability to be present. 

It is not too much to say of all these productions that they embody 
a mass of information in the highest degree grateful to the friends of 
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the seamen’s cause, having very important bearings upon the bringing 
of the whole world under the sway of our Lord Jesus Christ, and cer- 
tain to be most useful, in the future conduct of the Society’s affairs. 
The following action in regard to them was taken at the annual meet- 
ing of the Society held in the afternoon:— 


Resolved, That the thanks of Seamen and of their friends are due 
to those who have prepared the valuable papers on the topics assigned 
them for this Semi-Centenary occasion, and that copies be requested 
for publication, entire or in part, at the discretion and under the direc- 
tion of the Trustees of the Society. 


The readers of the MaGazINE may indeed anticipate a ‘‘feast of 
fat things,” in such publication of these papers as we propose to make 
from month to month, in the following numbers of the present volume. 


THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY. 


This was held at 3 p. m. in the Lecture Room of the Tabernacle, 
and the Report for the year closing May Ist, 1878, was submitted and 
adopted, of which the following is an abstract, viz:— 


Under something of that accelerated speed with which the winning racer comes 
in on his last stretch to the gaol, we seem to have accomplished this last of our 
Firty years of labor for the temporal and spiritual welfare of seamen. 

In the month of September, 1825, a communication appeared in the Mariner’s 
Magazine, signed by one hundred and fourteen masters and mates of vessels, ex- 
pressing a deep interest in the promotion of morality and religion among seamen, 
and a hope that the project of a National Society, on the principles of the other 
general institutions of benevolence in this country would be carried into effect. 
The plan having also been recommended by others in various parts of the country, 
a public meeting was held Oct. 25th, to take action in the premises, at which, 
on motion of Rev. Dr. McAunry of the Presbyterian Church, and Rev. C. G. 
Sommers of the Baptist Church, the formation of a National Seamen’s Friend So- 
ciety was resolved upon, and the Hon. Smira THompson, Richarp Varick, THEO- 
porRE Dwient, Wu. W. Woo.sgy, Rey. Joun Truatr, Francis HALL, RENSSELAER 
Havens, Nasan Tayior, SAmuEL Canpuer, Capt. Reusen Brumugy, D. W. OC. Oxy- 
pHANT, R, M. BLarcurorD, Jonny B, Yates, GEorGE Doue.ass, JEREMIAH H, Taynor, 
Joun R. Hurp, Anson G. PoeLps and Sizas Houmss, Esquires, were appointed a 
committee to carry the resolution into effect. 

The committee reported at a meeting held 11th Jan., 1826, but from various 
causes the project was allowed to rest, until. Monpay, May 5th, 1828, when the 
AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND Society was organized, with the Hon. Surrn THomp- 
son, one of New York’s noblest citizens, then holding the high position of Secretary 
of the Navy, for its President; Rev. C. P. McIuvarnz, D. D.. afterwards Bishop 
of Ohio, for its Corresponding Secretary and the Rev. Dr. Josuua Lwayrrr for 
its General Agent. 

Since that time, under the divine blessing, it has maintained its career of useful- 
ness through varying experiences of prosperity and adversity, until now we are 
permitted to celebrate a completed Szmi-CenrenaRy of evangelical labor, which has 
been represented on every ocean, among seamen of all nationalities, and in every 
sea-port of the world. 

With devout gratitude for the privilege and honor conferred in these years of 
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work for sailors, and with an humble and penitent sense of much short-coming, 
we pass in its record, hoping for the approval of God. 

During the year ending May 1st, 1878, the Society has prosecuted its re-adjusted 
and somewhat enlarged work with gratifying results. 


The CHApLarns, MIsstonaRiEs, BIBLE AND TRACT DISTRIBUTORS, CoLPORTEURS and 
others who have been aided (wholly or in part) from its Treasury, FORTY-EIGHT in 
all, have wrought this year at St. John’s, N. B.,—and on the Labrador Coast ;—in 
the Scandinavian countries;—at Hamburg in Germany ;—in Belgium, at Antwerp; 
—in France, at Havre and Marseilles;—at Genoa in Italy ;—at Yokohama, in Ja- 
pan;—in the Sandwich Islands;—at Valparaiso, S. A.,—at San Francisco, Cal.,— 
at Galveston, Tex.,—at New Orleans, La.,—at Pensacola, Fla.,—Savannah, Ga.,— 
Charleston, S. C.,—Wilmington, N. C.,—Norfolk, Va.,—Portland, Me.,—Ports- 
mouth, N. H.,—Boston, Mass.,—Rochester, Syracuse and Buffalo, N. Y., on the 
lines of the Erie, and Delaware and Raritan canals, and their connections, and in 
the cities and vicinities of New York and Brooklyn. A Chaplain has also been 
appointed for Portland, Oregon, to look after sailors in the ports on the Columbia 
River and Puget Sound, and has vigorously entered on his work. The labors of 
these devoted men have been blessed to the conversion of many seamen. They have 
preached the Gospel in Bethels and on ship-board, have visited sailors in the fore- 
castle, hospitals, and elsewhere, circulating the scriptures, &c., and in every possi- 
ble way have befriended them, with reference to their temporal and spiritual good. 

Loan Lisrary Worx.—The number of Libraries sent out during the year is 
FIGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-THREE, (of which THREE HUNDRED AND EIGH'TY-SIX were 
new, and FOUR HUNDRED AND NINETY-SEVEN refitted) on vessels carrying 11,521 men: 
making the total number of new libraries sent out since the work was inaugurated, 
(1858-9), twenty years ago, 6,252; containing at least 322,644 volumes, and ac- 
cessible, by 5,175 reshipments, to 245,989 men. The whole number of libraries 
shipped in the U. 8. Navy is EIGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SIX, accessible at differ- 
ent times, to 100,548 men. 

The Library Work of the year includes the sending out, at the instance of a 
generous and honored patron of the Society, and with the approval of the Govern- 
ment, of EIGHTY-TWo libraries, one to each unsupplied station of the United States 
Life Saving Service. 

The number of HOPEFUL CONVERSIONS AT SEA, previously reported (more than a 
thousand,) in connection with this single agency, has of late been largely increased. 

Tue Sartors’ Home, 190 Cherry Street, latterly so managed as to return us some- 
thing for charitable purposes, has during the past year, accommodated 1,787 
boarders. These men temporarily deposited with the Superintendent, $17,107, of 
which amount, $7,725 were sent to relatives and friends, $1,935 were placed to 
their credit in the Savings Banks, and the balance returned to the depositors. 

The whole number of boarders since the Homr was established, in 1842, is 938,195. 

Relief has frequently been furnished to shipwrecked and destitute seamen. Some 
discharged from the hospitals as incurable, and some permanently disabled from 
accidents or other causes, have here been provided with transportation to their 
friends, or assisted in their applications for admittance to that monument of a 
sailor’s kindness and forethought, the admirably managed Sailor’s Snug Harbor. 
Many also have found at the Home, not only physical comfort, but the forgiveness 
of sin, and spiritual life and peace. 

A building of enlarged capacity and with increased facilities for carrying out 
the object of a Sailors’ Home is greatly needed, and is hoped for as a suitable 
commemoration of our SEMI-CENTENARY. 
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Family worship, (with a Wednesday and Saturday evening prayer-meeting, and 
other occasional services,) has been regularly maintained in the chapel of the Insti- 
tution, and the resident Missionary has been allowed to see his labors signally 
approved, 

Pusiications.—The Society has published during the past year, 80,000 copies of 
the Sarnors’ Macazine, and for gratuitous distribution among seamen; in all, 40,000 
copies of the SeAMEN’s Frrenp, and over 300,000 copies of the Lire Boat, for the use 
of Sabbath Schools throughout the land. These various monthly issues seem to be 
growing in popular favor, and are evidently regarded as valuable and useful. The 
Sartor’s Trexr Book, has been largely circulated, and the Smamen’s Hymns have 
been supplied upon application. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT.—Generous grants have been made us by the American Bible, 
Tract, and other societies, and various publishing houses in this and other cities 
have furnished us suitable books for our libraries at reduced rates. The Trustees of 
the Lindley Murray Fund, have shown us similar favor, and also the Countess of 
Aberdeen, of Scotland, who continues to take a lively interest in our work. 

Prof. Buiy, of the New York University, has for another year, made the astro- 
nomical calculations, which have added so much to the value of the MAGazIvE. 

The leading private as well as public hospitals of the city have received and 
gratuitously ministered to such sick seamen, as we have sent to them; and the 
Colored Home and Hospital in 65th Street has shown us similar favors. 

Several Railroad, Steamboat and Ocean Steamship Companies have also kindly 
responded when asked to assist in the transportation of disabled seamen to their 
homes, all which the Report most gratefully acknowledges. 


Fivances.—In the year ending April 1st, 1878, the receipts of the Society into 
its Treasury from all sources (including a small previous balance) have been 
$85,520.97. Expenditures, $84,997.91. The local Societies, auxiliary to this, have 
in the same time, raised for the seamen’s cause $9,541.28. 

OpiruarRy.—The Report makes mention of the decease, since the last Annual 
Meeting, of Mr. James Brown of New York, and Rev. Davin Ineuiss, D. D., honor- 
ed Vice-Presidents of the Society. 

Seventy-four persons during the past year, by special donation to that end, of 
$30 each, have been constituted Life Members of the Society. 

In its retrospect of the completed Hatr-Century the Report notices the fact that 
since the Society was organized (1828) with a clause in its Constitution ‘“‘ guarding 
its management against sectarian predominance,” it has been favored with the per- 
sonal direction and oversight of some of the best and ablest of our citizens who 
have served as its Trustees; and that it has had for the successors of its first Pres- 
ident, whose name has already been mentioned, Messrs. ADRIAN VAN SINDEREN, 
D. W. C. OtypHant, Anson G. Puetps, Capt. Epwarp Ricuwarpson, PrLatTraH 
Perit, Wm. A. Boor and Ricnarp P. Bucs, Esquires, all of whom have passed 
away except the last two. These remain among us to be honored for their success- 
ful administration of the Society’s affairs. 

Others with like faithfulness and efficiency, never to be fully compensated, have 
served as Secretaries and Agents of the Society, some of whom are spared to re- 
joice with us on this commemorative occasion. 

In the period of Firry years, the Society has aided in supporting hundreds of 
Chaplains, Missionaries and Colporteurs, laboring in Bethels (whose erection it en- 
couraged), and on shipboard and elsewhere, in the various important sea-ports of 
this and other countries. It has sent out on the sea, in its libraries, hundreds of 
thousands of volumes of entertaining, educating, elevating and evangelizing litera- 
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ture. It hag relieved their distress and has instrumentally rescued thousands from 


a life of sin, and led them into the path of virtue, and many of them to a Christian 
experience. 


And while from the very nature of the case no exact statistics can be given, it is 
safe to state, that to say nothing of its bearing in the moral improvement of sea- 
men, upon the commerce of the country and the work of missions, what, in this 
time through the agency of the Society, has been saved to sailors of their hard- 
earned money, is far more than the million and a half of dollars that have been 
expended in all the departments of its benevolent work. 

Its influence for good has been felt to a greater or less degree wherever sailors go; 
but the full story of its blessing must await the foretold time, when the sea, giving 
up its dead, shall meet the New Jerusalem descending out of heavep, and ‘‘ the 
kingdoms of this world shall have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His 


Christ.” 

The following gentlemen were then elected to serve as Trustees of 
the Society for three years, or until May, 1881, viz: Rev. JoHN 
SPAULDING, D. D., Joun Dwicut, Esq., Henry A. Hurvsut, Esq., 
Capt. Davip GILLEspiz, WM. MatTHEws, Esq., Capt. C. C. Duncan, 
FREDERICK STURGES, Hsq., and Rev. Erskine N. Wuirz, D. D. 


After the transaction of much important business, a recess was then 
had, until 7.30, p. m., the Board of Trustees meanwhile convening 
according to previous notice, and electing the officers for the ensuing 
year. The Anniversary Exercises were then held, as heretofore stated, 
the President in the chair. After the reading of the Scriptures and 
prayer by Rev. TaLsor W. Cuampers, D. D., of New York City, and 
the reading of the foregoing abstract, by Secretary Haut, the following 
noble hymn, written for the Semi-Centenary, was sung by the congre- 
gation, led by the Tabernacle Choir under direction of Mr. Gzorce E. 
AIKEN. 


SEMI-CENTENNIAL HYMN, 
By Rev. Edward Hopper, D. D., Pastor of the Church of the Sea and Land. 


For watch and ward through FIFTY YEARS 
O’er storm-tossed brothers of the sea, 
And gathered fruits of toil and tears, 
Glad thanks we bring, O God! to Thee! 


We heard Thy voice, ‘‘ The sea is mine,” 
And followed where Thy footsteps led; 
While from Thy presence light divine 
A glory on our pathway shed. 


The waves grew calm beneath Thy feet; 
Wild spirits hushed their stormy breath; 

And from the depths came pxans sweet 
From rescued souls redeemed from death. 
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On every sea, to every shore 

Sail Thou, O Christ! Stretch forth Thy hand 
Till storms shall sweep the waves no more, 

Till death no more shall sweep the land: 


Till all the lands their jewels bright 
. Bring forth to deck Thy brow alone; 
And every ocean, robed in light, 
Reflects the glory of Thy throne! 


The exercises of the evening were greatly enlivened, also, by the sing- 
ing of another hymn of Rev. Dr. Hoppsr’s,—‘‘Clinging to a broken 
Spar,”—by a company of twenty-four sailor boys in uniform, from the 
United States Frigate Minnesota, at the Brooklyn Navy Yard; and by 
the very acceptable singing of Miss Hpnrretra BEEBE, of New York. 

The first address of the evening was made, in the absence of Secre- 
tary THompson, by Rev. J. D. Jonzs, of the Western Seamen’s Friend 
Society. We give an outline of his remarks, and of the speeches of 
other gentlemen, during the evening, taken from the WV. Y. Observer. 


“* Several years ago,” said Rey. Mr. Jones,—‘‘ I was on board a mer- 
chant vessel in a distant port. Some one proposed that all hands 
should either spin a yarn or singa song. One man would do neither, 
but by common consent sung a hymn. It was that blessed hymn, 
‘There is a fountain filled with blood.’ My heart was deeply impress- 
ed. Inquiring of my shipmate where he had found the Savior, he told 
me it wasin the Sailors’ Home in Cherry Street in the port of New 
York. The speaker said he was afterward passing up Cherry Street, 
while under the influence of liquor, and being invited to the Mariners’ 
Church, he entered. Here he signed the pledge. Some of the friends 
prayed with him and thus watered the seed that had been sown. But it 
was not until some years after, that he found Christ in the Bethel Church, 
in Cleveland, Ohio. He thanked the people of New York for the good 
work they were doing in this cause, and closed with an earnest appeal 
for a large and more comfortable Home for the saiJors, and such an one 
as a city like New York ought to have. 

The Rev. Howarp Crossy, D. D., of New York, was next intro- 
duced, and said, in part:— 


‘* Many years ago I was in a wreck on the Atlantic. The night was 
dark and stormy, and the captain held out no hope of our reachin 
land. My mother led me into the cabin and read to me the 107th 
psalm. She put her hand on my head, and said: ‘ Howard, never fear; 
the God who inspired that psalm is with us now in this cabin.’ The 
memory of that night, and my mother’s faith, have been an inspiration 
to me ever since.” The speaker referred to the immense power of the 
sea as an agency which God can and will use for the conversion of the 
world. ‘Two classes used to be thought beyond the power of Christian- 
ity; the Mohammedans and the sailors, the latter because so sunken in 
depravity. But the salvation of hundreds and thousands of sailors 
had testified to the power of God’s grace to reach every child of Adam, 
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however abandoned. ‘To show the power of one man, whose heart was 
consecrated to the Savior, he mentioned an incident. A sailor came on 
board a ship with the resolve that its whole crew should be brought to 
Christ. The first night, as he knelt in prayer, all kinds of missiles 
were thrown at him, but he bore all without a word. Two days 
after, a comrade volunteered the remark that he had stood the bad 
treatment like aman, and thus gave an opportunity for Christian con- 
versation, which led to his. conversion. ‘Then there were two praying 
ones, and soon the number grew from two to twenty, and, after, toa 
hundred. This was on a United States man-of-war, the commander of 
which was well known to Rey. Dr. Crossy. Since God had so shown his 
grace in the conversion and consecration of sailors, are we not bound to 
believe that they are among his chosen instruments for carrying the 
the gospel the wide world over? 

The Right Rev. Bishop Frttowss of the Reformed Episcopal Church 
was the next speaker, and dwelt forcibly upon sailors as instruments in 
mission work, affirming that when they are thus employed, and not until 
then, will the isles of the sea be given to Christ, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth be had for his possession. 

Hon. Stewart L. WoopFrorp, of New York, U.S. District Attorney, 
then made the final address, holding the attention and commanding 
the sympathy of his auditory, throughout his enthusiastic and almcst 
impassioned plea for the welfare of the sailor. 

He would give, he said, two practical thoughts : —first, that to make 
sailors missionaries of the Gospel was to follow the example of Christ, 
who chose his first workers not from the schools of the Rabbis, but 
from the ranks of fishermen and sailors; the second thought was that 
Christ reached the common manhood in men by using common men,— 
workingmen who appreciated the dignity of labor, men who suffered 
and appreciated the sufferings of the masses to whom they belonged. 
But to win the sailor, a welcome must be given him when he lands on 
our docks. .The Sarnors’ Home does this. It appeals to the best 
instincts of his manhood, by music, by kindness, by woman’s tender 
care. Welcomes of another kind were not wanting ; we need to give 
him something better, for his soul is worth saving, and this blessed 
influence is worth keeping. We must treat the sailor like a man, we 
must seek to win him by all that stirs up blessed, home associations in 
our own hearts.” 

At the close of Gen. Wooprorp’s speech, on motion of Rev. HK. D. G. 
Prime, D. D., seconded by Rev. Dr. O. H. Trrrany, of New York, 
of the M. E. Church, the following resolutions were unanimously 


adopted :— 

Resolved, That the friends of the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND 
Socirry here assembled, express in this formal manner, their devout 
thanks to the God of all grace, for his abundant blessing upon its labors 
in behalf of the men of the sea during the past fifty years; for the 
great change which has taken place in public sentiment in regard to 
the duty and hopefulness of christian effort for this long neglected 
class of our fellow-men; for the marked improvement which has taken 
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place in the condition of seamen; and especially for the grace which 
has attended the labors of this and kindred agencies in the conversion 
of a multitude of souls. 

Resolved, That the commencement of another half-century of the 
existence of this Society is a suitable occasion for taking a new and 
enlarged view of the great work before it; and that all who feel an inter- 
est in the temporal and spiritual welfare of their fellow men are called 
upon to signalize this new period in its operations, by increased efforts 
in behalf of a class of men who bear such an important relation to the 
commerce, the intercourse, and the salvation of the world. 

Resolved, That the Society which is known as the SEAMEN’S FRIEND 
has special claims upon philanthropists and christians of every 
name, for encouragement and aid, not only in seeking to promote their 
conversion to Christ, but in its efforts to improve their condition on 
shipboard and while in port; in seeking to remedy the great wrongs 
which they have long suffered at the hands of arbitrary commanders at 
sea, and of designing, wicked men on land; in securing just and benefi- 
cent legislation for their protection; and in providing, in the larger 
ports, suitable Sailors’ Homes, in which they may be made comfortable, 
guarded against the peculiar temptations to which they are exposed, 
and surrounded with Christian privileges. 

The exercises were concluded by singing the following 

HYMN, 
By Rev. John Spaulding, D. D. 


PRAISE Gop, who made the Sea, 
And holds it in His hand; 
Its billows swell and die 
At His divine command: 
How doth its magnitude express, 
The boundless measure of His grace! 


Praise Him, who makes its MEN 
His subjects and His sons; 
And when once born again, 
Heralds, with ‘cloven tongues:’ 
All round the world they tell His love 
Who died to save, and reigns above! 


For FIFTY years, we’ve wrought 
On shipboard and on shore; 
Our conquests, His, are brought 
ry ©) 
To God, whom we adore:— 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost! 


The Benediction was then pronounced by the Rev. Dr. ScHAUFFLER, 
and the congregation separated, after a meeting worthy of a first place 
in the regard of all who participated in it, as it was first, in order of 
time, in the attempt which has this year been made to give to the 
exercises of ‘‘ Anniversary Week ” something of their old-time zest 
and power, 
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THE 
PoE ERO AN SFA Ni Ser Rie ND SOClEa i. 
1328-1878. 
A BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETCH. 


BY REV. S. H. HALL, D. D., CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


In tracing the history of any benevolent enterprise it is helpful to re- 
member, that everything that has been truly good about it, had its be- 
ginning in a divine inspiration. ‘‘ Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights.” 

Proceeding in the line of this scriptural suggestion, we find the or- 
igination of the AMERICAN SEAMEN’s FRIEND SOCIETY, in aman of 
prayer, the Rey. Joun Trvuatr, who by reason of his sacred intercourse 
with God seems to have been fired to undertake a movement to organ- 
ize the friends of seamen for concerted and effective efforts in their 
behalf. 

Early in the present century, as it now appears, a spirit of active 
benevolence was beginning to be developed throughout the Christian 
world, and naturally enough both in England and in the United States, 
being eminently commercial countries, the condition of seamen, excit- 
ed a wide-spread interest and sympathy. In 1812 a society—proba- 
bly the first in the world, was formed in Boston, called ‘‘ the Boston So- 
ciety for the Religious and Moral Improvement of Seamen.” In 1816 a 
meeting specifically for seamen was instituted in New York, by some 
members of the Brick (Pres.) Church, which was so successful as to be 
followed by others of a similar character in other churches and denom- 
inations. Then came in 1817, the ‘Marine. Bible Society of New 
York,” designed to furnish sailors with the Scriptures; and close upon 
that (1818,) the formation of the ‘‘ Society for promoting the Gospel 
among seamen in the Port of New York,” more familiarily known as 
the New York Port Society, under whose auspices there went up what 
is supposed to have been the first Mariners’ Church that was ever 
erected. It was situated in Roosevelt Street near the Hast River, and was 
dedicated on the 4th of June, 1820, with its projector, Rev. Ward Staf- 
ford, for Pastor, who was succeeded by the Rev. Henry Chase. Next 
in order (May, 1821), and having a wider intention, came the forma- 
tion of the New York Bethel Union, of which Divie Bethune, Esq., 
was President, and Mr. Horace Holden, Secretary. Almost simulta- 
neously, therewith, organizations to the same end were effected in Char- 
leston and Philadelphia, (1819), at Savannah, (1821), Portland and 
New Orleans, (1823), New Bedford and Norfolk, (1824), and at other 
important points. ‘he general character of these operations were quite 
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alike,—local societies to establish ‘‘ Mariners’ Churches,”’ Bethel Unions, 
to conduct seamen’s meetings, springing up (from an awakened interest 
upon the subject) in almost every sea-port; so that, as we learn from 
the Mariners’ Magazine for 1825, there had then come to be in exist- 
ence “70 Bethel Unions, 33 Marine Bible Societies and 15 Churches 
and Floating Chapels for the benefit of seamen; the Bethel Flag had 
circumnayigated the globe, thousands of sailors had been hopefully 
converted, and the seamen’s cause had come to be recognized as among 
the important and most successful benevolent agencies of the day.” 


As yet, however, nothing had been done to organize the friends of 
seamen for general and world-embracing work. As has been mention- 
ed already, the earliest movement to this end, seems to have been pro- 
jected by the Rev. John Truair, who from the Presbyterian Church in 
Cherry Valley, N. Y., had been called, in 1822, to engage in pastoral 
work in connection with the Mariners’ Church in New York, and also 
to serve as a general financial agent for the Port Society, in which ca- 
pacity he continued until 1825, when he undertook the publication of 
the ‘“‘Mariner’s Magazine,” a weekly paper of eight pages, (the out- 
growth of the ‘‘Bethel Union Messenger,’’) which after a little became 
the ‘Sailors’ Magazine and Bethel Union Messenger,” representing 
the common interests of the Port Society and the Bethel Union. 


Mr. Truair’s Mariner's Magazine (July, 1825,) editorially advo- 
cated the organization of a NATIONAL SocrEry, and used its influence 
in every way to effect that end; and doubtless it was owing to its zeal 
in that direction that in the fall, initiative steps were taken, answering 
to a communication signed by one hundred and fourteen masters and 
mates of vessels, ‘‘ expressing a deep interest in the promotion of mo- 
rality and religion among sailors, and the hope that the project of a 
national society on the principles of the other general institutions of 
benevolence in the country would be carried out.” 

The plan having also been recommended by others in various parts 
of the country, a public meeting was held on the 25th October, to take 
action in the premises. At this meeting, held in the City Hotel, the 
general interest in the subject and the non-denominational character 
of the movement was shown, in the fact that the resolutions agreeing 
upon an organization, were advocated by Rev. Dr. McAuley, of the 
Presbyterian Church, Rev. G. C. Sommers, of the Baptist Church, Rev. 
Dr. Wm. McMurray, of the Dutch Church, Rev. Dr. Nathan Bangs, 
of the Methodist Church, and Rev. Benjamin Mortimer, of the Mora- 
vian church. Besides the gentlemen present at that time, who were 
connected, as merchants and otherwise, with the merchant marine of the 
country, the United States Navy was represented by the Secretary of 
the Navy, and also by Captain Brown of the Revenue Cutter stationed 
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in the harbor. A committee was appointed to carry into effect the 
views of the mevting, and these were notable men, viz: Hon. Smith 
Thompson, Richard Varick, Theodore Dwight, Wm. W. Woolsey, 
Rey. John Truair, Francis Hall, Rennsalaer Havens, Najah Taylor, 
Samuel Candler, Reuben Brumley, D. W. C. Olyphant, R. M. Blatch- 
ford, John B. Yates, George Douglass, Jeremiah H. Taylor, John R. 
Hurd, Anson G. Phelps, and Silas Holmes, Esquires, whose report, at 
a subsequent meeting (Jan. 11th, 1826,) was adopted, and was really 
the basis of the organization which was formally accomplished Mon- 
DAY May 5rH, 1828, when the American SEAMEN’S FRIEND SocrETy 
was launched on its beneficent career. The following gentlemen were 
at that time elected, under the Constitution previously adopted, as its 
first board of officers, viz: Hon. Smith Thompson, President ; Rev. 
Chas. P. McIlvaine, Corresponding Secretary ; Philip Flagler, Record- 
ing Secretary ; Silas Holmes, 7reasurer ; Rev. Joshua Leavitt, Gen- 
eral Agent. 

Haecutive Committee :—Rey. John C. Brigham, Rey. C. P. McIlvaine, 
Silas Holmes, Reuben Brumley, Rev. J. Leavitt, Timothy D. Williams, 
John Wheelwright, Philip Flagler, Jeremiah H. Taylor. 

Under this administration, the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOcI- 
ETY, having its object stated, viz: ‘“‘to improve the social and moral 
condition of seamen,” and also its policy to that end defined in the 
2nd article of its Constitution, viz: ‘‘by uniting the efforts of the wise 
and good in their behalf, by promoting in every port, boarding-houses 
of good character, Savings Banks, Register Offices, Libraries, Museums, 
Reading-Rooms and Schools, and also the ministrations of the Gospel 
and other religious blessings,” took its place at once among the Nation- 
al Benevolent Societies, serving indispensably from that day till the 
present, as has-been well said of it, for ‘‘ the intermediate link between 
the Foreign and Home Missionary work of the church, binding the two 
in one chain of co-operative fellowship, through which the Gospel en- 
circles the world.” 

In a hand-book collated from the records and publications of the 
Society, and recently printed for general use, the leading facts in its 
history for each of the rrrry years subsequent to the date of its organi- 
zation, and in the gradual developement of its usefulness, have been 
noted, rendering it unnecessary to do anything more in this brief paper, 
than to refer to the successive administrations that have presided over 
its affairs, and to mention those whose relation to its work cannot be 
measured by years, simply because rather than a service it has been 
their personal identification with its growth and influence. 

Under the administration of its first President, the Hon. Smith 
Thompson, extending from May, 1828, to May, 1831, and almost at 
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its opening,—the Sartors’ MaGazinz was started,—a monthly of 32 
pages,—its initial number appearing (Sept., 1828,) under the joint 
editorship of Rev. Drs. Brigham, and McIlvaine and the Rev. Joseph 
Brown, who while acting as a scamen’s preacher in Charleston, SG 
was transferred temporarily to serve as the general agent of the Society, 
Rey. Joshua Leavitt succeeding him, and among other duties conduct- 
ing the Society’s monthly, whose bearing upon the seamen’s cause 
throughout christendom, and whose influence in establishing the So- 
ciety in the confidence and patronage of the Christian public from that 
day to this cannot be overestimated. 


The “institution of agencies in foreign ports,” one of the avowed 
objects of the organization, was also begun about this time,—the Rev. 
Dr. Morrison, the famous English missionary at Canton, making a 
special appeal for a preacher at WHAmpoa, the anchorage for ships in 
the Canton trade. This was responded to by the appointment of the 
Rey. Davip ABEFEL, who sailed for Canton in the ship Roman, on the 
14th of October, 1829, and was the first chaplain for seamen ever sent out 
from our shores. Various missions were projected (some of which were 
actually undertaken) about this time, and even thus early a Sailor’s 
Home was talked of, when in the year 1831, ADRIAN VAN SINDEREN, 
Esq., succeeded to the Presidency, remaining therein until May, 1840. 
A charter was obtained, (April, 1833,) and the foreign policy of the 
Society was, during this administration, very earnestly prosecuted. 
Mr. Abeel, who according to previous understanding had been trans- 
ferred to the American Board, was followed by the Rev. Epwin 
STEVENS. Rev. JoHN DreLu and wife were sent to the Sandwich 
Islands; Rey. FLaveL 8S. Mines and wife to Havre, where he was 
succeeded by Rev. Davip Dr Forest Exy,* and again by Rev. Exit N. 
SAWTELL, through whose indefatigable zeal a chapel was erected 
there; Rey. CHARLES Rock WELL (subsequently appointed a chaplain in 
the U. 8. Navy,) was sent to the Mediterranean; Rev. O. M. Jonnson 
to Rio de Janeiro; and under a joint appointment with the British and 
Foreign Society, Rev. J. C. Wessrer was sent for a short time to St. 
Petersburgh, and Rey. Ezra HE. Apams to Cronstadt; and under a 
similar conjoint arrangement with the local Society there, Rev. Jamzs 
PENNY was employed as a chaplain at Calcutta. Arrangements were 
made during this time by which missionaries of the various Boards 
laboring in foreign sea-ports, rendered invaluable service to seamen 
visiting them; while in the sea-ports of this country, the Society spent 
much effort and money, in inaugurating seamen’s missions, building 
Bethels, &c. Among other important appointments was that of the 


* Both Messrs. Stevens and Ely were transferred to the A. B. C. F. M, 


AND SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 175 


Rev. Harmon Loomis, who was commissioned as the Society’s chaplain 
to seamen in New Orleans, and entered on his labors Jan. 7th, 1837. 
The project of a Sailors’ Home received a new impulse under this 
administration, and as a temporary arrangement, a building was hired 
for the purpose and opened for boarders under the direction of Capt. 
R. GELSTON in Oct., 1837. 

Mr. Davip W. C. OtypHant, who was elected President of the 
Society May, 1840,- as well as his immediate successor ANSON G. 
PuE.ps, Esq., elected in November following,—though rendering other 
important services, did not find it compatible to continue in that 
position of honor and responsibility, and were succeeded May, 1841, 
by Capt. Epwarp Ricuarpson, who occupied the place until May, 
1847. During this time, Rev. 8. C. Damon (with his wife) was sent 
to Honolulu, to take the place of Rev. Mr. Drut1, whose failing health 
constrained him to make a voyage to Canton, but without the hoped 
for advantage, his death occurring at sea Jan. 18th, 1841, and after 
he had re-embarked for the United States. Chaplain Damon has 
remained at Honolulu to the present time, and in the service to which 
he has given up his life, has found the blessing of God upon him con- 
tinually,—illustrating the wisdom of maintaining a good man in the 
post of usefulness for which he seems especially qualified. 

Under this administration the chapel at Havre was completed and 
dedicated; the Sailors’ Home in Cherry St., was finished and occupied; 
Rev. E. E. Adams was transferred to Havre, and the foreign work, 
especially in the Sandwich Islands and at important points in Northern 
Europe, was, as well as the Home work, largely extended. 

Then came the administration of PeLaTiAn Prrit, Esq., which 
continued from May, 1848, to May, 1856, a period of eight years. 
During this time the general work of the Society was carried forward, 
sometimes under great pecuniary embarrassment, but with an advance, 
as the ‘‘ Notes” which have been referred to will show, illustrating that 
discipline has its advantages; and that real progress is often made in 
the day of adversity. Mr. Perit was a most excellent man, and the 
AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SocreTy should ever cherish his name 
in grateful remembrance. 

In 1856, Wa. A. Booru, Esq., became the Society’s President, who, 
after a most successful administration of seventeen years, and while 
retaining his interest and place in the Society’s prosperity and manage- 
ment, was, at his urgent request, allowed to retire, and in May 1873, 
was succeeded by Ricuarp P. Buck, Esq., the model christian ship- 
owner and merchant, whose name is honorably known alike at home 


and abroad. 
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The administrations of the last two, and the only Presidents of the 
Society that have been spared to participate in its Semi-Centenary, 
have been signalized by the favor of God, especially in the enlarge- 
ment of its missionary work in almost every direction, and in the 
divine blessing upon the labors of the chaplains and missionaries in its 
employ; also in the increase and revival of its auxiliaries. The inaugu- 
ration and development of the Society’s library work for ships in the 
U. S. Navy and in our merchant marine belongs to this period, a work 
that has come to be an acknowledged power for good on the oceans of 
the world. Important State and National Legislation in the interest 
of seamen, was likewise secured, and the generous confidence of the 
benevolent in the judicious management of the Society so replenished 
its treasury, that wise and liberal plans were successfully acomplished. 
In these years also, it was more than ever emphatically and practically 
declared as the policy of the Society to help, as it was able, whoever in 
need of aid, was anywhere serving the cause of seamen. 

In such a sketch, details cannot be given, but the hand-book referred 
to, and to be had for the asking, will show how,—under God,—in these 
late years and during the administration of the President in office, and 
his immediate predecessor, the Society seems to have attained its high- 
est position, and from a favoring combination of causes, probably its 
widest influence, and its greatest usefulness. 

The Secretaries of the Society, in their order, since the Rev. C. P. 
Mcllvaine, subsequently Bishop of Ohio, and up to the time of the 
election of the present incumbent, Sept., 1865, have been as follows, 
viz: Rev. Joseph Brown, Rey. Jonathan Greenleaf, D. D., Rey. John 
Spaulding, D. D., Rey. Harmon Loomis, D. D., Rev. Israel P. Warren, 
D. D., and the Rey. 8. B.S. Bissell. Rev. Alexander McGlashan also 
served as a Secretary for the Southern States with marked success;— 
and there is not one whose name has been mentioned, that in his time 
and place could have been spared, whose earnest work did not in the 
day of it, devoutly build into the edifice, by his devoted and self-sacri- 
ficing life work, that substantial success, which we are met to crown 
on this occasion with acknowledgment of gratitude and praise. 

How much the Society owes to the zeal and fidelity of those whom it 
has had to represent its claims before the churches, and elsewhere, can 
never be known. ‘The most of these have gone to their heavenly re- 
ward. One, however, is spared to us, whom to mention is but to call up 
what to every man who knows him is the ideal of a seamen’s friend, 
and especially forevery New Yorker, is the Society’s faithful and ef- 
fective solicitor, Luther P. Hubbard,—whose grace in asking makes his 
visits never unwelcome, and whom to deny has become to many who 
honor and love him, like an unkindness to a personal friend. 
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But we must not further proceed in this directicn. The years that 
have passed, have marked an almost continuous advance in the receipts 
of the Society;.a very steady advance if estimated by decades, the 
first (in round numbers) having been $91,000; the second, $165,000; 
the third, $229,000; the fourth, $375,000, and the fifth, $655,000. The 
receipts, for the last year, in the history of the Society, which began with 
an income for its first year of $1,214, have been the largest in amount 
from all sources that were ever received in any one year into its general 
treasury. The total receipts of the Society, which have been duly ac- 
knowledged, month by month, in the Sarnors’ Magazine, beginning 
with its first number, and which have been expended in the furtherance 
of the cause, for which the Society was organized, have been $1,516,- 
986.78! And yet as large as it seems in the aggregate—this is not 
probably by any means as much as has been saved to seamen of their 
hard earned wages through the kindness shown them at the Sailors’ 
Home, in helping them take care of their money through the Savings 
Banks and otherwise, that they might have it for personal comfort 
and for the benefit of relatives and friends. 

The Sailors’ Home, opened in 1842, may almost be said to have 
grown ‘old and gray” in administering its blessings to the sons of the 
ocean, while temporarily in port here and ashore. It has been to 
thousands of sailors what its name indicates; and they have returned 
to it from successive voyages, to rest and repair, in due time going 
out upon the sea again, to think upon the kindness shown them by 
those who sought there to effect alike their temporal and spiritual 
good. é 
The ‘‘ Sailors’ Home,” while the property of the Society, has been for 
most of the time leased to superintendents, all of whom, as sea- 
captains, had been in their day accustomed to the command of men. 
The first Superintendent was Capt. Gelston, who was followed in order 
by Capts. Richardson and Walford, Capt. Sayre, Capt. Tracy, Capt. 
Cassidy, and at the present by Capt. Alexander. No estimate can be 
placed upon the good that has been wrought by this institution. By 
the restraining and christianizing influence it has exerted upon its in- 
mates, as well as by the demonstration it has made in the presence of 
other establishments, as to the PossIBILITY of maintaining the principles 
and practice of temperance in Sailors’ Boarding-houses, it has accom- 
plished an immeasurable good. ‘The time has certainly come, however, 
when to preserve what has been gained and to prosecute its benevolence 
_ to any increased results, larger accommodations and greater facilities in 
all its departments are imperatively called for. Since the Home was 
opened in 1842, and up to the present time (May, 1878,) 93,195 sail- 
ors have been cared for there. Prior to that time 2,300 sailors had 
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found a home in the temporary establishment provided by the Society; 
and in the several years subsequent when provision was similarly made 
for colored seamen, 8,891 of these were recipients of the Society’s kind- 
ness, making a grand total of 104,306 seamen, boarded, lodged, cared 
for, relieved in their distress, housed after shipwreck and refitted for 
sea, and sent on their way rejoicing. Whata multitude this! And how 
sincere their blessing on a Society that with its provisions for their 
temporal well-being, has, in a Curist1AN Home, arranged also that 
their souls shal! be cared for; and whose service of FAMILY WORSHIP 
assures them that as they go and come, they are always remembered as 
of that brotherhood, whose Father is God! 

And sacred to how many is the old Sailors’ Home in Cherry Street, 
as their spiritual birth-place! Because they cannot be numbered, hav- 


ing gone out on the seas to develope, perhaps to distant and unfriendly , 


climes, and many to the depths of the sea for burial, thischapter in the 
history of the Society must remain unwritten forever. It is proper to 
make record of the fact, and await the day of final revelation, when we 
certainly shall hear it of hundreds and thousands, that by the grace of 
God ‘‘ this man and that WERE BORN THERE.” 

Enough of the time allotted to this sketch remains to allow a brief 
mention historically, of the generous use the Society has always made 
of the Press in carrying forward its manifold operations. 

The Sartors’ MaGazIne, begun in Sept., 1828, shows an array of 
FIFTY COMPLETED VOLUMES, in themselves a record of the Society’s do- 
ings, that as it is reviewed from this Semi-Centenary, seems a mar- 
velous history, illustrating how, out of weakness, it has become strong; 
and also that process of growth, which from small beginnings has 
extended its influence to every important sea-port and over the oceans 
of the world, doing, under God, everything in its power, first for Amer- 
ican seamen, and then for seamen of all nationalities, to secure their 
interests, and promote their present and eternal welfare. 

Without a subscription list sufficient at any time to meet the cost of 


its publication, there probably has never been a year when the Maqa-— 


ZINE has not been the chief advocate with those whose donations have 
replenished the Society’s treasury; thus paying for itself, in what it has 
brought us, in the way of sympathy and substance, that otherwise 
would never have been gained to the cause. A single bequest, not very 
long ago, from a Christian woman of this city, whose only knowledg3 
of the Society and of its operations at home and abroad, was obtained 
through the MAGAZINE, was sufficient to pay the entire expense of 
publishing the same for several years. 

But the Sattors’ MaGazrNnu, whose pages are enriched by incidents 


modestly illustrating its own usefulness, is only one of the Society’s 


ee 


—— 
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publications. The Sxamens’ Friunp, for gratuitous distribution by 
Chaplains and Missionaries; the Lirr Boat, for Sabbath Schools, suc- 
cessive editions of the “‘Sramens’ Hymn-Boox,” Annual Reports, 
Sermons delivered at the Society’s instance in behalf of the seamen’s 

- cause, tracts and hand-books, relating to the same general interest, 
and as excellent as numerous, all these and others that might be speci- 
fied, will serve to show what use has been made of the inestimable 
POWER OF THE PRESS in bringing the Society, and the cause for which 
it was organized, to its present high position. In this way it has util- 
ized talent, and has economized both time and money, to the accom- 
plishment of its beneficent end,—so that really the history of the So- 
ciety for its first fifty years could not be closed, without a deferential 
recognition of the agency of the press in effecting its prosperity and - 
usefulness. 

Other matters, many of them entering essentially into the history 
of the FIFTY years past, deserve to be noticed, but cannot be in any 
brief paper. The hand-book referred to, will serve as the index of 
an unwritten history to be attempted hereafter, and at a time less 
absorbed with living enterprises. The glance now made reveals to us 
the ever-moving pillar of cloud by day and fire by night; the close fol- 
lowing of which is our only approach to victory and rest. 

Even this brief sketch is calculated to deepen within us the sentiment 
of gratitude, and to summon us to new consecration to our life-work. 
Out upon the ocean are those whom God has called to be His sons, and 
we must seek and bide their coming. We cannot review the past with- 
out having our confidence increased in Him, who has set us to watch at 
that gate which opens into His kingdom from the sea, nor without be- 
ing led to expect, with strengthened faith, that according to His pro- 
mise, by the time this Society shall have attained its full Century, 
whoever may live to see it, the fulness of the Gentiles will be crowding 
on that abundance of the sea, whose certain because prophesied con- 
version is to synchronize the conversion of the world. 


OUR SOUTHERN AUXILIARIES. 


Relations of a pleasant character have 
been maintained with those societies in 
the Southern States that, in existence be- 
fore the war, were in their several locali- 
ties caring for seamen. The communi- 
cation which bore to us the congratula- 
tions of the Norfolk Seamen’s Friend So- 
ciety, organized Feb. 14th, 1826, which 
was read with the other papers prepared 
for our Anniversary, sets forth with such 


singular felicity the nature and practical 
importance of the relation between the 
AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND Socipry and 
its auxiliaries, that we venture to give a 
brief extract from it to our readers, mere- 
ly saying that we have occasion to know 
that the feeling expressed in the extract, 
is most kindly entertained toward us,— 
and for the same reasons,—by all our 
Southern auxiliaries. 
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After speaking of the relationship 
which was formed and observed to a 
greater or less degree down to the period 
of the civil war, the Committee proceed 
to say :— 

“‘Nor did this relationship cease even 
then. There was of necessity a suspen- 
sion of operations by the National Society 
in Southern ports during the continuance 
of active hostilities, but scarcely had the 
din of strife ceased, and the smoke of 
battle cleared away, when a messenger 
was sent out by the National Society on 
an embassage of peace, seeking to resus- 
citate the Bethel work in all the ports 
along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts where 
it had been suspended, —from Norfolk and 
Richmond to Galveston. Chaplains were 
appointed, being in some instances for- 
mer incumbents, and those who had been 
on the Southern side in the late conflict; 
no questions being asked except as to 
their fitness for the post. These chap- 
lains were fully sustained until the local 
Societies were able to assume their sup- 
port in whole or in part. Thus they were, 
and still continue, a standing proof of 
the unsectional character of the AmmrRI- 
CAN SEAMEN’s FRIEND Society, and of 
the unstinted patriotism, embracing the 
whole country,—which has marked its 
mission. 
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‘In speaking of our Society in Nor- 
folk, we believe we express the sentiment 
of every Seamen’s Friend Society in every 
Southern port, when we assure you breth- 
ren of the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND 
Socrrry—that this noble and generous 
Christian course on your part, has been 
met with the most grateful appreciation 
on our part, and has not only enabled, 
and incited us to re-enter earnestly into 
Christian labors in behalf of seamen, but 
has also tended, so far as our influence 
extends, towards the healing of our Na- 
tional breaches and cementing the bonds 
of our National brotherhood. 

““We congratulate you as the parent 
Society,—on the favorable auspices under 
which this Semi-Centennial Anniversary 
is celebrated, earnestly hoping and pray- 
ing that the good work among seamen 
may continue to be carried on through 
the centuries to come, by you and your 
auxiliaries, with ever increasing exten- 
sion and success, until the Kingdom of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ shall 
‘“*have dominion” from sea to sea, and 
from the river unto the ends of the earth. 
In behalf of the Norfolk Seamen's Friend Soc., 


Wm. Lamp, President, 
K. N. Crane, Chaplain, 
Delegates.” 


REGLIGLOUS. LIFE ABRORD. 
The London May Meetings, 


The English anniversaries are 
just now in full blast. They are 
losing none of their interest from 
year to year. No place in the 
world rivals London in this regard. 
If one should attend all the sit- 
tings he would have an intellectual 
and religious dyspepsia that a 
church canon could not blow out 
of him. Look at their number— 
one hundred and thirty-two. Be- 
hold the variety of the celebration, 
—not only sermons, but confer- 
ences, conversaziones, soirées, fes- 
tivals and the popular breakfasts, 
to which is now superadded lunch- 
eons, and in one case dinner, mak- 
ing a full and glorious day. Phy- 
sical dyspepsia may likewise set in. 

All denominations are represen t- 


ed, for the epidemic is contagious 
and wide-sweeping. Churchmen 
and Dissenters, High and Low, 
Broad and Narrow, reaching to 
the Moravians, Friends and lesser 
sects. In fact, no body of Christ- 
ians would be thought to have an 
ecclesiastical standing at all with- 
out a May anniversary. It is the 
religious fashion; and one may as 
well be out of the Church, as well 
as out of the world, if out of 
fashion. Every cause has a hear- 
ing :—benevolent, philanthropic, 
moral, reformatory, as well as the 
distinctively Christian. And pre- 
siding over the deliberations are 
clergymen, the Lord Mayor, M. 
P.’s, lords, marquises and earls, 
the favorite President being, as for 


AND SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 


the last forty years, the Earl of 
Shaftesbury. He occupies the 
chair upon nine different occa- 
sions. 

In connection with the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society there are eight 
distinct services. A significant as- 
sembly is that in the interest of 
peace. It is worthy of remark 
that there are no less than ten 
gatherings in the cause of temper- 
ance; this great reform is coming 
to the front even in the Church of 
England. A ladies’ meeting is an- 
nounced, presided over by a bishop, 
a new departure in that land. The 
chief temperance anniversary is 
held at the ecclesiastical centre, 
Lambeth Palace, the residence of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Another mass-meeting in Exeter 
Hall is under the leadership of a 
Lord Bishop. And classic West- 
minster Abbey, probably for the 
first time, is to resound with a dis- 
course on the subject from the 
famous Canon Farrar. These May 
anniversaries commence as early 
as the middle of April and extend 
to the 25th of June. 

The annual meeting of the 
“* British Syrian Schools and Bible 
Missions” is already reported; 
Karl of Cavan, Chairman. It was 
stated there were 27 schools, 2,600 
pupils, 67 native, and 7 European 
teachers at Beyrout, Damascus, 
Baalbek, Tyre and the Lebanon ; 
and interesting work, not only by 
reason of the localities and the 
peoples, but from the success al- 
ready achieved. 


Home Reunion Society. 


A most suggestive organization 
is the ‘‘Home Reunion Society,” 
recently formed on the part of 
High Churchmen. — Its president 
is the Bishop of Winchester, the 
chairman of the committee is Harl 
Nelson, and among other digni- 
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taries on the council are the 
Bishops of Carlisle, Exeter and 
Lincoln. The watchword of the 
Society is, ‘‘That they all may be 
one.” The purpose is ‘‘ to present 
the Church of England in a con- 
ciliatory aspect to those who regard 
themselves as outside her pale, 
and to promote the corporate re- 
union of all Christians holding the 
doctrines of the Trinity and the 
incarnation and atonement of our , 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Several Con- 
ferences have already been held, 
where Churchmen and Dissenters 
frankly expressed their views. No 
efforts have ever before been made 
in any organized form to effect 
such corporate unions. The move- 
ment is unprecedented and unique. 
It manifests a marked change of 
feeling as well as purpose on the 
part of the Church. Kindly feel- 
ings have been expressed by both 
parties, regrets for past misunder- 
standings, and an appreciation of 
the convictions and motives of 
each other. 


The Wycliffe Commemoration. 


Several meetings have recently 
been held, lectures delivered and 
sermons preached in various parts 
of the British Metropolis in com- 
memoration of the five hundredth 
anniversary of the rescue of John 
Wycliffe from his persecutors in 
1378. After an eight o’clock ser- 
mon by Dr. Vaughan, Master of 
the Temple, there was a public 
‘“ breakfast,” followed by a Con- 
ference, presided over by the 
Recorder of London, M. P. A 
paper by the Rey. W. Arthur was 
read upon the occasion, describing 
Wycliffe as a reformer before the 
Reformation. Another sermon was 
succeeded by a meeting in the 
Mansion House, presided over by 
the Lord Mayor. Later, a lecture 
was delivered, Mr. Welsh, Ameri- 
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can Minister, in the chair. A 
mass-meeting in the evening closed 
the celebration, and was eloquently 
addressed by Dr. Punshon and 
others. It was a protest against 
the Ritualism of to-day. 

Paris Exposition. 

A conversazione, largely attend- 
ed, has been held at the residence 
of the Earl of Shaftesbury for the 
purpose of International Christian 
work in Paris during the Exhibi- 
tion. Many noblemen were present 
and prominent clergymen, includ- 
ing Newman Hall, Punshon, Ar- 
thur and others. An Evangelical 
Hall is in process of erection ; 
services in different languages will 
be held on Sunday, and evan- 
gelistic meetings through the week. 
There will also be missionary, 
philanthropic and international 
conferences, aud meetings in the 
interest of religious liberty, pure 
literature, the Lord’s-day obser- 
vance, andthe social and religious 
elevation of the people of various 
countries. It will be well if les- 
sons of religious liberty shall be 
learned by France herself. Al- 
though there is a favorable change 
of ‘‘administration” in this regard, 
there is no change of laws. Al- 
most all Protestant mission-work 
and evangelistic effort, including 
tract distribution, is done among 
**man-traps,” and ‘‘ spring guns,” 
and ‘‘ toils” and ‘‘ meshes,” which, 
according to the good pleasure of 
the local administration, may be 
kept in abeyance or set in motion. 


Religious Work in Belgium. 


The religious public will scarcely 
be prepared to receive the state- 
ment that Belgium, in proportion 
to its population, has more evan- 
gelistic work than any country in 
Europe. But recent facts seem to 
prove it. The ‘Evangelical So- 
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ciety” is exceedingly active in 
forming congregations, organizing 
churches and planting missions. 
There is a widespread spirit of in- 
quiry and a rich harvest of souls. 
There have never been such gospel- 
victories in Belgium since the days 
when Philip of Spain and the 
Duke of Alva burnt out the gospel, 
as they thought, forever. Spirit- 
ual life has its national resurrec- 
tions as truly as the individual.— 
Methodist. 


——__—> ¢<___- 


EpirapH.—‘‘ What I spent, I 
had:—what I saved, I left behind: 
—what I gave away, I took with 
me. 99 


xs + S——__ 


For the Sailors’ Magazine. 


Trust, 
DEDICATED TO CHRISTIAN SEAMEN. 


BY JOHN W. CORSON, M. D. 


Lord, teach me as thy child, 
Unfailing trust to gain; 

The faith to bear each tempest wild, 
Let me till death maintain. 


Come in the darkest night, 
When seas as mountains roll; 

Shine in the storm—my beacon- light— 
With joy to fill my soul. 


My bark will surely fail 
To reach that happy shore, 
Unless thy hand shall trim my gail, 
And guide me safely-o’er. 


A voice, that childhood’s prayer, 
At twilight taught me well, 

In dreamy slumber, calls me there, — 
Like sound of signal-bell. 


Earth has no resting place, 
Its pilgrims never stay, 

But often press with joyous face, 
To mansions far away. 


When, earth-worn, I would sleep 
To waken with the blest, 

Oh Savior, let thine angels keep, 
And take me to thy rest! 


ORANGE, N. J., April, 1878, 
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The Sailor's Yext, 
JHE JIAZE. 


“ The things which are seen are temporal.” —2 Cor. iv. 18. 


The haze! how it prevents my seeing the harbor! Smiling villages may be in 
sight, —ships may be riding at anchor in the quiet bay,—crowds may be gathered on 
the shore—but the fog prevents them being visible. 

What a picture of this world and of the heavenly shore! Heaven is in sight, reveal- 
ed to the eye of faith, but the fog and mists of sin and sense hide it from view. 
The ‘many things” of earth make us ‘‘careful and troubled,” and dim the eye to 


the ‘‘one thing needful.” 


What can disperse the haze that broods over the earth- 


ly voyager but the beams of the sun? and what can disclose to the eye of faith the 
glories of the heavenly shore but thy bright beams, O thou better Sun of Righteous- 


ness? Sun of my soul! scatter the clouds of ignorance, unbelief, and sin. 
me the littleness of time compared to the greatness of Eternity. 


Shew 
Remove whatever 


dulls my spiritual vision,—the dust and cobwebs that obscure the windows of the 
soul,—that I may ‘‘see the King in His beauty, and the land that is still afar off.” 


“NO MORE SEA.” 


The following beautiful lines were from 
the pen of the Captain of the ill-fated 
Eurydice. An especial interest is given 
to them by the sad catastrophe which be- 
fell that ship, whose recent loss must be 
still in the memory of your readers, 
going down, as she did, without a mo- 
ment’s warning, swallowed up in ‘that 
dark, relentless, and stormy deep.” One 
moment gliding over the waves in pride 
and glory, the next moment gone, and 
the unceasing waves occupying the spot 
where she had just been ;— 

“* Telling of hearts still watching in vain 

For those who neyer shall come again.” 

WILLIAM B. WHITING, 
Commodore U. S. Navy. 

Milwaukee, Wis. 
I stood on the shore of the beautiful sea, 
As the billows were roaming wild and free; 
Onward they came with unfailing force, 
Then backward turned in their restless course ; 
Ever and ever sounded their roar, 
Foaming and dashing against the shore ; 
Ever and ever they rose and fell, 
With heaving and sighing and mighty swell; 
And deep seemed calling aloud to deep, 
Lest the murmuring waves should drop to 


sleep. 
In summer and winter, by night and by day, 


Through cloud and sunshine holding their way; 

Oh! when shall the ocean’s troubled breast 

Calnly and quietly sink into rest ? 

Oh! when shall the waves’ wild murmuring 
cease, 

And the mighty waters be hushed to peace ? 

* * * * * & 
Then the ovean’s voice I seemed to hear, 
Mournfully, solemnly—sounding near, 

Like a wail sent up from the caves below, 
Fraught with dark memories of human woe, 
Telling of loved ones buried there, 

Of the dying shriek and the dying prayer ; 
Telling of hearts still watching in vain 

For those who shall never come again; 

Of the widow’s groan, the orphan’s cry, 
And the mother’s speechless agony. 


Oh, no, the ocean can never rest 

With such secrets hidden within its breast. 
There is sorrow written upon the sea, 

And dark and stormy its waves must be; 
It cannot be quiet, it cannot sleep, 

That dark, relentless, and stormy deep. 


But a day will come, a blessed day, 

When earthly sorrow shall pass away, 

When the hour of anguish shall turn to peace, 
And even the roar of the waves shall cease. 
Then out from its deepest and darkest bed, 
Old ocean shall render up her dead, 

And, freed from the weight of human woes, 
Shall quietly sink in her last repose. 

No sorrow shall ever be written then 

On the depths of the sea or the hearts of men, 
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But heaven and earth renewed shall shine, 
Still clothed in glory and light divine. 

Then where shall the billows of ocean be ? 
Gone ! for in heaven is ‘‘no more sea!” 

? Tis a grand and wonderful thing of earth, 
That cannot share in the soul’s ‘‘ new birth:” 
? Tis a life of murmur and tossing and spray, 
And at resting-time it must pass away. 


But oh! thou glorious, beautiful sea, 
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There is health and joy and blessing in thee: 
Solemnly, sweetly, I hear thy voice, 
Bidding me weep and yet rejoice— 

Weep for the loved ones buried beneath, 
Rejoice in Him who has conquered death; 
Weep for the sorrowing, tempest-tossed ; 
Rejoice in Him who has saved the lost; 
Weep for the sin, the sorrow, and strife, 
And rejoice in the hope of eternal life. 


WORK AMONG SEAMEN. 
CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS, &c. 


Denmark, 
COPENHAGEN. 


A mission and a reading-room has 
just been opened at 26 Peder Skrams- 
gode, by Rev. ANDREW WOLLESON, our 
missionary. Regular religious services 
for seamen were held in it for the first 
time on the 28th April, at 3, D. m., in 
the English language, and at 74 p. m., 
in Danish. Fifty seamen were present, 
some of whom were Christians. ‘‘ Their 
faces,” writes the missionary, ‘‘shine 
with joy, and some have charged me to 
give their thanks to the kind friends in 
America, for solicitude and care-taking 
for their welfare. Seven sailors were in 
tears because of their lost condition, 
and asked believers in Christ to pray for 
them.” 


ODENSE. 


Rev. F. L. Rymxker gives an interest- 
ing account of a recent trip to Svendborg, 
twenty-four miles from his station, to 
visit a large vessel just arrived from New 
York, and also the other shipping in 
port. His religicus labors were well re- 
ceived on shipboard, and at the Metho- 
dist Church in the town. 


——. -___ 
Germany, 
HAMBURG, 


A grant having recently been made by 
us to aid the labor for seamen performed 
by Rey. James Epmunps, of the British 


Sailors’ Institute, we hear that a boat- 
man has been employed,—‘“‘ who rows the 
missionary, (Mr. Hrrcurns,) three days 
in the week, to all sailing vessels lying in 
the river, American and British. For- 
merly this was not possible, and besides 
he had abundant work among the steam- 
ers lying near the Institute.” 


8 


New York City. 


The last report of Mr. Dewrrr C. Sua- 
TER, missionary, states that during the 
three months he has made 548 visits to 
sailor’s boarding-houses, visited 1,770 
vessels, and made 88 visits to hospitals, 
prisons and asylums, besides holding 25 
preaching services, —‘‘and all this labor,” 
he says, ‘‘ has been much blessed of the 
Lord.” Large numbers of seamen ac- 
cepted religious reading, and complied 
with invitations to attend religious meet- 
ings. ‘In my visits to the hospitals,” he 
adds,—‘‘ my heart has been made both 
gladand sad. While conversing with the 
sick, I have had precious seasons of prayer 
at their bedsides, and supplied them with 
illustrated religious and temperance pa- 
pers, Sartors’ Magazines, religious 
books, Bibles, Testaments and Hymn 
Books, also writing paper, envelopes, 
stamps, and to the aged,—and those 
whose sight was impaired,—I furnished 
spectacles. I believe that the Lord has 


blessed these efforts to the conversion of ~ 


at least four souls.” 


_——-- 
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He gives a most interesting record of 
the conversion of the chief officer of a 
vessel in port, who is the son of an in- 
fluential ship master and merchant in 
South Street. Referring to his labors of 
love among the canal boats lying in the 
Atlantic and Wallabout basins in Brook- 
lyn, Mr, Slater says:—‘* A Captain said 
to me on the basin,—‘ before these visits 
and distribution of religious reading, a 
number attended religious services, but 
now, in the evenings, and on Sabbath 
day, you can see them going to church 
Ineaswringss 

Mr. S. closes his report with a descrip- 
- tion of his recent labors for Christ among 
the slums and groggeries of Baxter St., 
whose dens of one sort and another, he 
recognizes as a great source of detriment 
and death to seamen. 


f 
Rev. R. J. Wavxer, of the Episcopal 
Floating Church, at the foot of Pike St., 
E. R., sends us the following record of 


The Deaf and Dumb Seaman. 


“The sail-maker of the bark China- 
man of London, lately in this port, is a 
deaf mute,—has never spoken a word, 
and has never heard a word spoken. In 
the early part of his life, he was a reck- 
less, dissipated, quarrelsome, violent- 
tempered man, a terror to his ship-mates, 
and a torment to the captain. Provi- 
dentially, he had been taught to read in 
his youth, and was very fond of books. 
A Christian lady in England, commis- 
erating his deplorable condition, present- 
ed him with a copy of ‘‘ Pilgrim’s Pro- 
gress.” The perusal of this volume was 
so blessed to him, as to effect an entire 
change in his sentiments and character, 
and he is to-day a singularly devout man, 
and a very consistent Christian. A dear 
friend of the writer’s was his room-mate 
and companion from New York to Lon- 
don, from London to China, from China 
to Bangkok in Siam, from Bangkok to 
Hong-Kong. and from this place back to 
‘New York. He speaks in the highest 
terms of the sail-maker’s devout and 
consistent conduct. Like every other 
truly converted man, he is now a bless- 
ing, where formerly he was a curse. On 
a recent Sunday, he received the Lord’s 
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Supper in the ‘‘ Floating Church,” with 
the utmost reverence and devotion. It 
was a very impressive and affecting sight 
to witness this deaf and dumb seaman, 
holding out his kand to receive the con- 
secrated bread and wine; memorials of 
his Master’s love in dying for him on the 
cross. He was again present in the 
church during the afternoon service; al- 
though hearing nothing of what was 
said orsung. With prayer-book in hand 
he followed the minister all through the 
service, and at its conclusion took from 
his pocket a small porcelain slate, on 
which he wrote the words, ‘‘I am happy 
in Jesus,” and then handed the slate to 
the writer. His face was beaming with 
happiness, and his conversion from sin 
to holiness, by simply reading the ‘* Pil- 
grim’s Progress,” shows what an immense 
amount of good may be accomplished 
among seamen, by the judicious distri- 
bution of religious books. On the same 
afternoon, in the Floating, Church, sea- 
faring men, natives of Denmark, Sweden, 
Finland, Germany, France and Spain, 
were supplied with the Holy Scriptures 
and religious books in their respective 
languages. 

One of the Loan libraries of the AmEri- 
CAN SEAMENS FRIEND SOCIETY, in a neat 
case, intended for the use of the crew, 
has been placed in the cabin of the 
Chinaman, in charge of the deaf and 
dumb sail-maker. 

The liberal bequest of the late Com- 
modore GRAHAM, will enable our friends 
of the ‘‘Church Missionary Society for 
Seamen”’ to replace their Floating Bethel, 
with the new structure they have so 
greatly needed. They are to be congra- 
tulated upon receiving in these times, 
the generous sum of $10,000. It is op- 
portune, and will be wisely used. 


God’s Work in Seamen's Hearts— 
Their Work for Him. 


A boatman on the Erie Canal, who 
was led to Christ at the President St. 
Bethel in Brooklyn, N. Y., writes to one 
of our laborers, from Buffalo, — May 
6th, 1878 :— 

“Tn order to fulfill my promise, I pen 
these few lines by lamplight, and in so 


doing will say that my health is good, 
both bodily and spiritually. We arrived 
in Buffalo, the 2nd, and will depart for 
New York on the 6th, thus permitting 
us to spend the Lord’s Day here. A week 
ago Monday we stopped at Rome, and 
had the opportunity to attend the 1st 
M. HE. church, and hear the Rev. Mr. 
Reese preach in the morning and even- 
ing. The text of the morning sermon 
was ‘‘ All things are yours, the world, or 
life or death, or things present, or things 
to come, all are yours.” In the evening, 
the text was ‘‘Il am the way,”—and I am 
so thankful that I know Hz is the way, 
that I cannot find words to express my 
gratitude. I trust that by his divine 
assistance, I will be enabled to point 
many to His way. Probably next Sab- 
bath we will abide at Little Falls, Herk- 
imer Co., and the succeeding one in New 
York,—if nought occur.” 

A brig’s captain who had on board one 
of our libraries, writes from Matanzas, 
Cuba, 30th April, 1878, a letter that will 
gladden our readers’ hearts. He says:— 

“‘Business being very dull, we have 
been laying here for two months, and 
have held two religious services on board, 
every Sabbath. They have been well 
attended, and the interest has been so 
great, that for a few weeks past we have 
held Wednesday evening prayer-meet- 
ings, which have been largely attended. 
This is anew movement, J think there 
never have been week-day prayer meetings 
held in Cuba, before this. 

“A company of about forty ladies and 
gentlemen from the fleet, went on a pic- 
nic the other day, We visited a high 
hill back of the city, the people here eall 
the hill Mount Surrat. There is a new 
Catholic Church built on this Mount, 
and they opened the church for us. We 
went in, one of our ladies played the 
organ, and we sang ‘‘ All hail the power 
of Jesus’ name!” and a number of other 
tunes. From this mountain we have a 
fine view of the beautiful Yumuri valley, 
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thickly dotted with palm trees, flower 
and vegetable gardens, and sugar planta- 
tions, —the finest scenery in all Cuba. 

“At our last Wednesday evening prayer 
meeting, one captain spoke and said that 
he had been a member of the church for 
years, but he had never spoken in public 
before. He now felt the influence of the 
Holy Spirit so greatly that he could not 
keep his seat. While he spoke the tears 
flowed down his cheeks. ‘hanks be to 
God for his goodness and merciful kind- 
ness to the children of men!” 


The next sailor’s letter is from Ran- 


goon, India, and is dated March 26th, _ 


1878. It came to our missionary at the 
Sartors’ Home in this City, and it also 
has the true ring of zeal for the spread 
of the kingdom of Jesus Christ among 
men. We extract :— 

“The Lord is still my portion. He 
has led me through ups and downs, 
through rough and smooth places, and 
through all of them he has brought me out 
conqueror, I can trust myself entirely 
LOsbIGIGHTO aan Now, dear brother, 
you want to know something about Aky- 
ab. Ican only sayit has not improved 
much, according to your description of it. 
It is about the same as you described 
it. We laid there seventeen days wait- 
ing for orders. The Captain remain- 
ed ashore, and I had an opportunity to 
invite the crew together for a prayer and 
worship. We had meetings three times 
a week, while we laid there. Our crew 
consisted of different nations, but they 
all seemed to drink in the word of God 
very eagerly........ Pray for us, dear 
brother! and for the salvation of souls! 
My heart’s desire is to do what little I 
can do to tell sinners that there is a 
Savior for them. May God help me in 
this good cause! Amen......... The 
first Sunday in Rangoon, I went ashore 
in the forenoon, and attended church 
service in the Presbyterian Church, 
where I was greatly refreshed. In the 
afternoon we had a meeting on the U. S, 
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ship Thrasher. Next Sunday we had a 
meeting aboard of our vessel. Thus I 
have tried to get to all the meetings I 
possibly could, so that I even neglected 
to answer your precious letter the first 
mail, for which I beg your pardon, but 
will hasten to send it in with the next. 
God bless you! My humble earnest pray- 
er is for you and the dear Church of Sea 
and Land. My best love and well wishes 
for dear pastor Hopper.” 
—_—_——_— 0<>-___. 


Our Recent Anniversary, 


We are assured that we meet the 
wishes of our readers in surrendering the 
greater part of the current number of 
the Magazine to matters connected with 
jour recent Semi-Centenary Celebration. 
| Any lessening of variety in matter pre- 
‘sented will be more than made up by the 
|permanent value of everything belong- 
ing to so interesting an occasion. 
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How They Read the Magazine. 


«My crew devour the numbers as soon 
as they come,”—writes keeper W. F. 
'PuHILLIps, of Station No. 18, Dist. No. 3, 
\(Atlantieville, Suffolk Co., L. I.) of the 
(U.S, Life Saving Service, 
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“Voyage of the Challenger.” 


Two volumes, of 391 and 329 pages, 
‘respectively, have just been issued from 
ithe press of Messrs. Harper & Bros., 
and placed upon our table. They make 
ithe first instalment of the detailed re- 
iports of the four years cruise of the En- 
glish ship CHaLLEeNcER, by Prof. C. Wy- 
viLLE THomson, the Scientific Chief of 
the great Expedition, and treat of the 
work done by the navigators and scient- 
fists in the Atlantic Ocean. We gave 
much space, in the Magazine for Sept- 
ember, 1877, to Engineer Spry’s more 
purely popular record of the cruise, and 
hope to furnish, hereafter, further mat- 
ters of interest to our readers from the 
very valuable volumes now noticed. 


| 
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Sailors’ Home, 190 Cherry Street. 


Mr. F. AexanperR, Superintendent, 
reports one hundred and sixty-eight ar- 
rivals at the Homn, during the month 
of April, 1878. These men deposited 
with him, for safe keeping, the sum of 
$1,105, of which $575 were sent to rel- 
atives and friends, and $180 placed 
in the Savings Bank,—the balance being 
returned to depositors. 

Twelve men were shipped without ad- 
vance during the month, and one was 
sent to the Hospital. 
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Marine Disasters in April, 1878, 


The number of vessels belonging to, or 
bound to or from ports in the United States, 
repoxted totally lost and missing during the 
month was 30, of which 13 were wrecked, 3 
abandoned, 3 burned, 1 sunk by collision, 3 
foundered, and 7 are missing. Whe list com- 
prises 2 steamers, 3 ships, 10 barks, 1 brig, 
and 14 schooners, and their total value, ex- 
clusive of cargoes, is estimated at $710,000. 

Below is the list, giving names, ports, desti- 
nations, &c. Those indicated by a w were 
wrecked, a abandoned, 6 burned, se sunk by 
collision./. foundered, and m missing. 


STEAMERS. 
Iberia, b. (at Pensacola). 
Agnes, w. from New York, for Key West. 
SHIPS. 
P. R. Hazeltine, w. from New York, for San 
Francisco. ; 4 
Vermont, a. from Cardiff, for Rio Janeiro. 
Voyager, m. from New York, tor Bristol, E. 
BARKS. 


Glenalla, m. from Baltimore, for Cork. 
Osmanli, w. (Whaler). 

John Zittlosen, 7. from Cardiff, for Havana. 
Assyrian, m. from New York, for Queenstown. 
Hirene, w. trom Shields, for San Francisco. 
Toledo. m. from Baltimore, for London. 

Chas. T. Russell, b. from Liverpool, tor Bom- 


bay. 
Forest Belle, 6. from Cardift, for Hong Kong. 
Jupiter, m. from Bremen, for New York. 
Haudda, m. from Boston, for Queenstown. 


BRIG. 


Josie A. Deyereux, /. from Pensacola, for 
Santos. 
SCHOONERS. 


Sunny South, w. from New York, for Mobile. 

John Farnum, w. from Winter Harbor, for 
Philadelphia. 

Atton, /. from Dennisport, for Conn. River. 

D. W. Lietjen, w. (at Stewart’s Point, Cal.) 

Sophie Wilson, s.c. from Perth Amboy, for 
City Point. 

Jonas Smith, a. from Savannah, for New York. 

Concord, w. from Rockland, for Portsmouth. 

Light of Home, w. (Fisherman). 

Lady Woodbury, m. from Portland, for Ja- 
maica. 


Julia Wood, w. (Fisherman). 

Jobn Mashon, w. trom Newburyport, for Bos- 
ton. 

Cameo, w. from Belfast, for Boston. 

Pomona, w. from Boston, for Annapolis, N. 8. 

Annie Tibbetts, a. trom Boston, tor Barbadoes, 


188 


The Bureau Veritas publishes the following 
statistics of vessels of all nationalities reported 
lost during the month of 

MARCH, 1878. 


Sailing Vessels :—37 English, 24 German, 20 
French, 16 American, 9 Norwegian, 6 Italian, 
4 Dutch, 2 Austrian, 2 Danish, 1 Spanish, 1 
Russian, 2 of which the nationality is un- 
known; total: 123. In this number are includ- 
ed 11 vessels reported missing. 

Steamers :—4 English, 3 American, 1 Chinese, 
1 Spanish; total: 9. 


——————- + __ 


Receipts for April, 1878. 


MAINE. 
Brunswick, a friend....... 
Hallowell, cash. ists iste cia pete 
New Castle, Capt. W. A. Ropes. and 
crew, ship Josephus, testimonial 


to loan library work..........- pose et!) 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Bristol, Cong. church..... Hao ocesten 270 
Epping, Cong. church, of wh. $5 from 

Miss Webb’s class...........+.-.. 13 66 
Nashua, Ist Cong. church............ 24 20 
Stoddard, H. H. Colburn......... eleiaie 1 00 

VERMONT. 
Bennington Center, Ist Cong. Seas 19 00 
Post Mills, James Caldwell........ : 5 00 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
BOston, LOV4VACES! seic on icters ceiaisiepieieis oie. 13 10 
Cambridge, lst Cong. church, $20 for 

NUD TAY cer sielteene mereetaierssaiciciclarnisieiare 60 00 
Charlestown, Winthrop Cong.church 29 69 
Chelsea, Ist Cong. church 38. §., for 

INSEE Syicdaeoorons osemooekoconasuses 20 00 
East Longmeadow, Cong. church.... 11 00 
Greenfield, 2nd Cong. church........ 4 98 
Monson, Cong. CHULCH....cemase once 8 00 
Montague, Cong. church............. 9 00 
Newburyport, Miss Fanny G. Bray, 

Sec’y Bethel Society, for libraries 50 00 
Newton, Eliot Cong. church......... 25 50 
North Amherst, Cong. church, Miss 

Ingram’s class for library..... eos. «2413 
Shirley Lanese,, Cong. church........ 10 00 
South Hadley Falls, Cong. church. +. 46 00 
ep enesel, South Cong. church...... 6 08 
Stockbridge, Cong. church........... 21 75 
West Hampton, Cong. church....... 6 13 
Wilbraham, Cong. church........... 1277 

CONNECTICUT. 
Ansonia, Cong. ch., of wh. to const. 

Rev. E. P. Payson, L. M., $30.... 42 75 
Bristol, ‘Cong. church 8.§., for lib’y. 20 00 
Essex, ‘Ast Cong. church.......... sleee LONOO! 
Greenwich, Thomas A. Mead ........ 5 00 
Groton, Cong. church S.S8...... 11 66 
Middletown, Ist Cong. church. 55 75 
Naugatuck, Cong. church, bal........ 10 00 
North Greenwich, Cong. church.... 15 70 
Thomaston, Cong. church........ tenet ae 
Waterbury, 2nd Cong. church....... 98 82 
Westbrook, Cong. church, to const. 

Elbert Stannard, LR eaosoaaone 0 00 
West Hartford, Ist Cong. church, to 

const.Wm. A. Burr, George Good- 

winand Miss J.S. Francis,L.M’s 95 45 
Wilton, Cong. GNULODS 6 <een duns intel dee 20 00 
Winsted, 2nd Cong. CHUGH ececes é 12 24 
Woodbury, Miro B. 1. Ourtis...aece.ce 10.00 

NEw YORK. 
Alta, Bap. church.......... siateisielelé.cte 1 50 
Bellville, Bap church............ 05.50 7 62 
M. Ev:church ih s0susscces es 3 98 
Bridgewater, Cong. chureh Selnewetee oD 3 50 
Brooklyn, Middle Ref, church... 32 45 
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Cedar St. M. E. church.......... aie 3 00 
Buffalo, Ist Pres. church.. 100 00 
Wm.S. Baneroft..... 100 00 
Cassville, Bap. church.........+--.- 7 33 
Catskill, Pres. church S. S. class, 
ae Watchmen,” in memory of Clif- 
ford Perkins, for lib’y..........-- - 20 00 
Clayville, Pres. church....-.---++-++- 4 26 
Lima, Pres church S$. S., for lib’y.. 20 00 
Me Hehurehvcccuensse nahios ae Poca 7 3l 
Baps Church. ceocecestsecence SBnGco 3 338 
Liverpool, Pres. church Eeveciesisere peeeee 8 68 
Newburgh, Union Pres. ch. S.8., for 
Helen C. Prime mem’! lib’s....... 40 00 
New York City, Capt. J. Hodgson, 
steamer Croft ..-.cccccecreccseess 10 00 
Capt. John Robertson, ship Carbet 
COS eveersmareetelsriswietsvisieltiels esau 10 00 
Ca ie Pa E. Penery, bark G@. 8. ae 
William Libbey. Jr. for lib’s....... 100 00 
Mr. John W. Hamersley, for lib’s.. 100 00 
Frederick A. Libbey, for lib’s...... 80 00 
Bethany Miss’n S. 8. Broadway Ta- 
bernacle, for eed Seely creiivie ster sees. 40 00 
A friend, (M. D.)..... C 30 00 
Mrs. James Brown 25 00 
Abiel Abbot....-.....- 25 00 
Jonas Marsh Libbey, for lib’y.. oo 20 00 
J.D. Vermilye, for lib’y..... Boats - 20 00 
PONY; Dayewacnscc.ccies'ecc's oe a sieleicjoeeml DION 
He) AGU SLOW C licateniee stale afale's)a\aciatsteeage LOO) 
R. Irwin... << BO SAUO SUB OOEEE se tacetcn SEOROW 
See nO Obemtacaiate « Apoocsecdoosce iG 
BAO) nO OO weleiaielnteratom al ctela siercats/e¥eeimictity 10 00 
Hoyt Bros..... SBonanstoen os waveiee vice 10 00 
Mig rab pb allares sees apr. sieine isin niet 10 00 
TON. Phelpssncaveciseemee aelsaiielelveters 5 00 
INF HUSH Olteieialale'els(slelalelstetetelciclciaite aeration 5 00 
Charles G. Landon........ sak 5 00 
Alfred C. Post, M. D. 5 00 
Willard Parker, M. D.. : 5 00 
PR TERGL ce wisielaisvis ocala eleiee Be ocicts 5 00 
GA. SPICLO TA Cli-'c ina. <5 «inivinte’aistejelele cleratmeere eters 2 00 
So Ni Boast ceioeeisieae eens anes eS 1 00 
Palmyra, Pres. church. BPS AAR ee #23 LS IOSE 
ME. Chnrehsa..cwsrslsces cle cokceie dveiac 3 1L 
Rochester, Mem’) Pres. ch. Ss. oe for 
LIDEAYY « </-/sistaisivasinrcin'e crepes arian 20 00 
Miss Maitie Dunlap, for Ira Dun- 
lap mem?) library... 222. .cecesdees  2ON00) 
Rome, lst Pres. church........... = cs OLOG 
Schenectady, lst Pres. church... 18 00 
Sherburne, Bap. church..... 3 87 
Smyrna, Cong. church.. 11 90 
M. E. church...... fa Seana a slsietslotoaiavere 2 3L 
PIONS. ccecivicinelsie) vclaecnieereicceneent Le 
Southampton, Pres. ch., “With prev. 
donations to const. Rev. Andrew 
HWANG’ Lis Mee cea sels cers eeiciene epee 
Sweden, Pres. church...........00... 8 3L 
Syracuse, Ist Pres. church 8S. 8. for 
TIDAL Yuccneesiscestae cence coment 20 00 
Peurvitewn. 2nd Ret. church. sesereoe 16 24 
Troy, Jst Pres. churehi.cess. en ~- 2 OV 
West Winfield, Cong. church........ 4 90 
NEW JERSEY. 
Elizabeth, Westminster Pres. ch..... 3 00 
Jersey City, Wayne St. Ref. ch..... - 11.82 
Newark, Park Pres. church s.§., to 
const. Rev. Prentis me Veuve, L. 
Dsisisilseanein nica natin ale/s,a[a\nie/<\eine sun O ORO 
Mrs. Mary A. Lathrop.. prretatere Soocc0 3 1 00 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Hawley, Pres. church, in part....... 2 00 
Iowa. 
Green Mountain, Mrs. Henry L. 
Chase, tor the James N. Sever, 
Jy., mem’! library................ 20 00 


$2,144 07 


7 oar 


Oast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days.—Eco, 11: I, 


LOAN LIBRARY REPORTS. 


The whole number of new Loan Libraries sent to sea from the Rooms of the Society 
at New York and at Boston, Mass., from 1858-9, to May 1st, 1878, was 6,252 
and the reshipments of the same for the same period were 5,175. The ate of 
volumes in these libraries was 322,644, and they were accessible to 245,989 men. 
Hight hundred and eighty six libraries, with 31,896 volumes were placed upon ves- 
sels in the United States Navy, and in Naval Hospitals, and were accessible to 
100,548 men. 

During April, 1878, seventy-nine loan libraries, twenty-nine new and fifty refitted 
were sent to sea from our Rooms at New York and Boston. The new libraries were 
Nos. 6,401 to 6,421 inclusive, with Nos. 6,423 and 6,424 at New York; and Nos. 
5,108, 5,104, 5,105, 5,108, 5,109 and 5,110, at Boston. The fifty libraries refitted 
and reshipped were Nos. 


305; Pato) bd 1,719; 1,980; 3,505; 8,519; 38,5225 8,524; 3,631; 
3,920; 3 931; 4,044; 4,069; 4,262; 4,275; 4,3553 4,669; 4,717; 
4,815; 4,818; 4,836; 4,847; 4,849; 4,862; 4,943; 4,960; 5,010; 
5,331; 5,534; 5 557; 5,563; 5,569; 5,617; 5,650; 5,679; 5,730; 
5,787; 5,911. 5,917; 5,939; 5,9465 5,9883, 6,002; 6,033; 6,059; 

6,079; 6,140; 6,147; 6,249; 6,255. 


In making the above report to the readers of the Magazine and of the Lirz 
Boar we desire to call their attention to the change in the method of our announce- 
ments of Loan Library Work which we commence with our present issue. It can- 
not have escaped their notice that our regular reports of this work, of late, and 
particularly, for the past year,—have indicated its very decided growth. This in- 
crease has been such that it has become a matter of embarrassment for us to give 
up the space necessarily filled in the Lire Boar by these announcements. We 
therefore adopt in these pages, for the present, at least,—the style of report above 
presented. In addition to this, however,—commencing July 1st, 1878, we shall 
forward from our Rooms, once each quarter, in circular form, to the address of 
every donor of a new library, the tabular record of all library assignments, locations, 
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destinations, ete., which has for years past been given in the Lirz Boar; and shall 
send to every such donor the record of each reshipment of such a library which we 
have recently printed in full in the same pages. 

This change is forced upon us by the increase to which we have referred,—but 
we propose to present in the Lirz Boar, as heretofore, items of especial aud interest- 
ing information concerning libraries sent out or heard from, as we may deem them 


of helpful value. 


Matters of Interest in Library Work. 


GRATEFUL TO THE GIVERS. 
Maranzas, Cuba, April 30th, 1878. 


To the American Seamen's Friend So- 
cvety :— 

I have on board my vessel, Loan Lib- 
rary No. 4,463.* I feel that the many 
libraries which have been put on board 
ships have been a great blessing, alike to 
masters, officers and crews. I often have 
men with me who take much interest in 
reading the books. I have no record of 
the donors of library No. 4,463, but here 
I thank them, most heartily, for the in- 
terest they take in the welfare of sea- 
men.” 


GOOD WORK AND HEARTY APPRECIATION. 


With Library No. 4,815, returned and 
reshipped at Boston, comes this report: 
—‘*No swearing; religious services at 
every opportunity; books nearly all read. 
Four cases of awakenings and all the 
men improved. As grass grows and 
trees blossom in the spring so men from 
a low social level or the depths of mis- 
ery when brought in contact with a 
purer atmosphere are improved in every 
way. * * I admire the efforts that are 
made for seamen through these libra- 
ries.” 


HOW LIBRARIES ARE CARED FOR. 
Parcnoeug, L. I., March 28th, 1878. 
American Seamen's Friend Society : 


‘*T have in my possession one of your 
Loan Libraries, No. 6,005.4 It came 


* Contributed by L. T. Frisbie, 8. J. Mills 
and Mrs. G. C. Wilson, Windsor, Conn. 

t Contributed by 8. 8S. 1st Cong. Church, 
Waterbury, Conn. 


ashore in the ship Spartan, Capt. Isaac 
JACKSON, near my Station. With his 
consent I took charge of it for safe keep- 
ing for the Society. It is slightly dam- 
aged. The first mate said to me that 
they had been much used. You can have 
the library at any time you wish.” 
J. B. THURBER, 
Keeper U. S. Life Saving Station No. 
20, Dist. No. 3. 
AN EARLY LIBRARY RETURNED FROM ITS 
LONG SERVICE. 

April 23rd, 1878, we shipped on the 
schooner Reno, of Machias, Me., for 
Brunswick, Ga., Loan Library No. 305, 
It was originally sent out in 1861, hav- 
ing been provided by Rev. L. A. Frn- 
Lows, Ravine City, Wis. After four 
succeeding reshipments, it found a rest- 
ing place, May 22nd, 1869, in the brig 
Robert Mow, of New Haven, for Barba- 
does, in care Capt. E. Dickeman, and 
has not returned to us before last April, 
during the whole nine years. It was in 
fair order, and has gone out again on its 
beneficent mission. 

GOOD NEWS FROM A LIBRARY, AND FROM 

PITCAIRN’S ISLAND. 


In April, 1877, we placed Loan Libra- 
ry No. 6,073 on the ship Harvey Mills, of 
Thomaston, Me., bound for San Fran- 
cisco, while she was at anchor in this 
city. It was provided by the S. S. of 
the Reformed Church on the Heights, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and we have just re- 
ceived the following intelligence from it, 
lately sent to the donors:— 

«The library we gave them was read 
by the sailors, and also by the Captain, 


* THE LIFE BOAT. 


with much interest. A new assortment 
will again be placed on board. At Pit- 
eairn’s Island, in the South Pacific 
Ocean, the vessel stopped for a few days. 
The people at this place have no money 
but barter their goods away. 

“‘This island, noted as the resort of 
the ‘mutineers of the Bounty,’ is now 
inhabited by about ninety people, who 
are very religious. The Captain of the 
ship gave them some of the books out of 
the library and they were received with 
gratitude. 

“Captain Mills of the ship Harvey 
Mills desires to return his thanks to the 
children for the interest they have shown 
in his crew, and hopes to visit the school 
on his return trip. He gave Mr. Martin 
$10 for the books he gave away, which 
amount was sent to the AMERICAN SEA- 
MEN’S FRIEND Socrery.” 


MINDFUL OF A LITTLE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SCHOLAR. 
Catsxinu, N. Y., April 22nd, 1878. 
“‘T enclose to you, herein, a draft for 
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$20, for the purpose of sending a lib- 
rary to sea in memory of CLirrorp 
Perxins,—from his old S. S. class,— 
‘ Watchmen ’ of the Presbyterian Church 
in this place. They contributed the 
above amount from January 1st, 1877 to 
April 21st, 1878.” 
Hinanp Hinu, Treas. 


FROM LOVING FRIENDS, 


“Having seen in your MaGazrne that 
by the payment of $20, a library may be 
furnished for the benefit of sailors upon 
ships at sea, we, the ‘ Armor Bearers,’ 
a Sunday-school class in St. Paul’s Epis- 
copal Church. Aurora, Cayuga Co., N. 
Y., wish to devote our EAsterR OFrrer- 
ING, most of it our earnings and self- 
denials, to the purchase of one as stated 
above.” 

We sent out for the above donation, 
Loan Library No. 6,426 on the ship 
Harvey Mills, of Thomaston, Me., bound 
from New York to San Francisco,—in 
care of Capt. Mills, 30 men in crew. 


LOAN LIBRARY No. 6,396 reported in last LIFE BOAT, should have been reported as the Mrs. 


Mary Anderson Denham Memorial Library. 


et ee ep 


Missionary Chickens, 


We print the following from a Sunday- 
School Leaflet of the American Home 
Missionary Society. Our own readers, 
little and large, we think, will be apt to 
recognize the donor of the money as little 
“M. IF. C.,” who annually forwards to 
us, her donation for the good of the sail- 
or. She is an almoner of blessing, it 
appears, in more directions than one.— 
Ep. Lire Boar. 

‘“‘Some months since we received the 


following letter, printed with a Jead-pen- 
cil, from a little friend of Home Missions, 


who had before contributed to our treas-. 


ury: “A friend gave me twenty-five 
cents some time ago, and here it is. 
Please send it to a little home missionary 
- girl, to use for raising missionary chick- 
ens. I live in the city, and cannot keep 
-ahen. I hope God will prosper it. Your 
loving six-year old, Mary wbroys 
N ag ” 


‘We sent the money, with a copy of 
Mary’s letter, to the little daughter of 
one of our Home Missionaries in Nebras- 
ka, and in due time came this reply: 

‘© Dear Mary :—I was away from home 
on Saturday night, and when I came 
home my brother said, ‘You can’t guess, 
Ella, what has come for you.’ I guessed 
and guessed, but I could not guess what 
it was, so I gave it up, and pa told mea 
little girl in New York had sent me 
twenty-five cents to buy a missionary 


ehicken. When I knew that, I could nof 
wait. Our deacon has some nice Brahma 
chickens. He brought the old ones all 


the way from England, and has kept 
them pure, having paid a big price for ~ 
them there. I went right up to the dea- 
con’s and asked him to sell mea hen, for 
a missionary hen, for twenty-five cents. 
He said he sold them to other folks at 
two dollars each, and it would not do to 
let me have one for twenty-five cents. 
He is a great tease to me; but after 
awhile, he said, ‘I have no corn to feed 
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my horses to-night; if you will get me a 
bag of corn, I will let you have the hen.’ 
So I went home and told father he must 
let me have a bag of corn for twenty-five 
cents. ‘Why, Hila,’ he said, ‘I cannot 
do that, you will want corn to feed your 
chicken!’ But I coaxed him, and he 
said I might have the bag of corn, and 
then 1 would owe him five cents. lagreed 
to that, and got the chicken, and it isa 
big beauty, and Iam going to call it Mary. 
A few days ago pa told me that he would 
not charge me that five cents, but he 
would let me have twenty-five cents to 
get eggs for Mary to sit on, and havea 
nice lot of little chickens. You must 
write me and tell me about the names 
you would like those little chickens 
called; for you know we are all so fond 
of creatures, and they love us so that we 
can do anything with them, and J shall 
soon learn to call them all by name, and 
they willcome. My name is Ella, and I 
live at , Nebraska. I have one 
sister and four brothers. When you 
come to Nebraska, you must come and 
see the chickens. Iam so glad you sent 
me that chicken, and I will do the best I 
can. Pa helped me write this letter. 
My oldest brother had a chicken once 
that he called Ella, and when we called 
it, it would come and let us take it up. 

‘« P| §.—Mary has laid two eggs.” 

We shall be disappointed, says the ed- 
itor of the Leaflet, if some other girls, 
and boys, too, do not take a hint from 
our little friend, and invent new ways of 
raising money, in these hard times, for 
aiding Missionary Sunday-schools. 


Willie’s Grave, 


It was alonely spot, that village grave- 
yard. And that little girl—how her im- 
age comes up before me, bending over 
her brother’s grave! I marked her when 
we entered, and was unconsciously drawn 
towards the spot where she was kneeling. 
J approached softly; there was something 
sacred to me in the sight of the child 
weeping by a new-made grave. I know 
not how long I might have stood, appar- 


ently reading the rude gravestones, had ° 


not the child raised her eyes, and after a 
pause said: 

“Our little Willie sleeps here. We’s 
too poor to geta tombstone. We and 
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the angels know where he lies, and moth- 
er says that’s enough.” 

‘‘Are you not afraid to be here all 
alone?” I asked. 

“‘O no. Mother is sick, and couldn’t 
come, so she said I must come and see if 
the violets were in bloom yet.” 


“‘ How old was your brother?” Lasked, 
feeling interested in the little girl. 

“He was only seven years old, and was 
so good, and had such beautiful eyes; 
but he couldn't see a bit.” 


“* Indeed! was he blind?” 


““You see, he was sick a long time, yet 
his eyes were blue and bright, like blue 
skies with stars in ’em, and we did not 
know he was getting blind till one day I 
brought him a pretty rose, and he asked, 
‘Is it a white rose, Dora?’ ‘Can’t you 
see it, darling?’ asked mother. ‘No, I 
can’t see anything. I wish you would 
open the window, it isso dark.’ Then we 
knew that poor Willie was blind. But 
he lived a long time after that, and used 
to put his dear little hand to our faces to 
feel if we were crying, and tell us not to 
ery, for he could see Jesus, and heaven, 
and the angels. ‘Then never mind, 
mother and Dora,’ he’d say; *I’ll see you 
too when you go away from this dark 
place.’ So one day he closed his eyes 
and fell asleep, and mother said he was 
asleep in Jesus. Then we brought him 
here and buried him; and though we 
were too poor to get a tombstone, yet we 
ean plant flowers on his little grave, and 
nobody will trouble them, J Anow, when 
they learn that our little Willie sleeps 
there.” 


American Seamen’s Friend Society. 
R. P. Buck, President. 
Rev. S. H. Hab, D. D., Cor. Sec. & Treas. 
L. P. HUBBARD, Financial Agent. 


District Secretaries: 


Rev. S. W. HANKS, Cong’] House, Boston. 
Rev. H. BEEBE, New Haven, Oonn. 


LIFE MEMBERS AND DIRECTORS. 


A payment of Five Dollars makes an Annual Member, and Thirty Dollars at one time 
constitutes a Life Member; One Hundred Dollars, or a sum which in addition to a previous 
payment makes One Hundred Dollars, a life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST. 


“TI give and bequeath to TH AMERICAN SPAMEN’S FRIEND SOOIETY, incorporated by 
the Legislature of New York, in the year 1833, the sum of $—, to be applied to the chari- 
table uses and purposes of jhe said Society.” j 
_ Three witnesses should certify at the end of the will, over their signatures, to the follow- 
ing formalities, which, in the execution of the will should be strictly observed: 

ist. That the testator subscribed (or acknowledged the subscription of) the will in their 
presence.—2nd. That he at the same time declared to them that it was his last will and 
testament.—3rd. That they, the witnesses, then and there, in his presence, and at his re- 

_ quest, and in presence of each other, signed their names thereto as witnesses. 


SHIPS’ LIBRARIES. 
Loan Libraries for ships are furnished at the offices, 80 Wall Street, N. Y., and 13 Congre- 


gationalist House, Boston, at the shortest notice. Bibles and Testaments in various lan- 
guages may be had either at the office, or at the Depository of the New York Bible Society. 


7 Beekman Street. 
SAVINGS BANKS FOR SEAMEN. 


All respectable Savings’ Banks are open to deposits from Seamen, which will be kept 
safely and secure regular instalments of interest. Seamen’s Savings’ Banks as such are 
established in New York, 74-6 Wall Street and 189 Cherry Street, and Boston, Tremont 

Street, open daily between 10 and 8 o’clock. 


SAILORS’ HOMES. 
LOCATION. ESTABLISHED BY KEEPERS, 


NEw YORK, 190 Cherry Street....... Amer. Sea. Friend Society. Fred’k Alexander. 

+ Boston, cor. Salem and Bennet Sts. Boston * st ee B. F, Jacobs. 
PHILADELPHIA, 422 South Front St.. Penn. ‘* a ce Capt. J. T. Robinson. 
WILMINGTON, cor. Front & Dock Sts. Wilm. Sea. Friend Society. Capt. J. F. Gilbert. 
OHARLESTON, 8.C........-.+---0----. Charleston Port Society... Oapt. Peter Smith. 


MOBILE, Ala..........- coccesreeoreeese Ladies’ Sea. Fr’nd Society. Geo. Ernst Findeisen. 
SAN FRANCISCO, Oal.......sccccerses sf ce sf —_ — 
HONOLULU, Si Lecveccacvorerasecenee st HODOlUIN —=* cs E. Dunscombe. 


INDEPENDENT SOCIETIES AND PRIVATE SAILOR BOARDING HOUSES. 
NEw YORK, 338 Pearl Street......... Epis. Miss. Soc. forSeamen Edward Rode. 

4 Oatharine Lane, (colored)....-.. GO. --..+0« srsesrecseeeee GF. Thompson. 
Boston, N. Square. Mariners House.. Boston Seamen’s Aid Soe’y. N. Hamilton. 
PORTSMOUTH, N. H., No. 8 State St... Seamen’s Aid Society...... John Stevens, Supt. 
NEw BEDFORD, i4 Bethel Oourt..... Ladies’ Br. N. B. P.8. Mr. & Mrs. H. G. O. Nye. 
BALTIMORE, 23 South Ann Street.... : Miss Ellen Brown. 
GALVESTON, Tex. cor, Strand & 26 st. .... Watsidiers onion else eiiialeiiviciemare ee 


i MARINERS’ CHURCHES. 


Hine LOCATION. . SUSTAINED BY MINISTERS 
NEw YORK, Catharine, cor. Madison. New York Port Society.... Rev..E. D. Murphy. 
eoe Wat: ‘y and Dover Streets..... Mission Qs C2 BSc “ 6B. F. Millard. 
Foot of Pike Street, E, R......... Episcopal Miss. Society.... ‘ Robt. J. Walker, 

_ Foot of Hubert Street, N. R...... sf (3  aiag ta “* H. F. Roberts. 
Open air Service, Ooenties Slip... 2 &s SEE tssimta ‘¢ Isaac Maguire. 
Swedish & English, pier 11, N. R. Methodist .......... 

-  QOliver, cor. Henry Street........-. Baptist....-2.0--ercoerscee se J. L. Hodge, D. D. 
{ Cor. Henry and Market Streets... Sea & Land, Presbyterian... ‘6 EK. Hopper, b. D. 


| BROOKLYN, 8 President Street....... Am. Sea. Friend Society... “ E. O. Bates, 
MAEM ATO pele ce cint)e>eacclennceareaevcess een Se eiVesen, ot tks Xe COOK. 
ALBANY, Montgomery Street,........ Methodist. ce+ccss-eeeerece 
‘Boston, cor. Salem & N. Bennet Sts. Boston Sea. Friend Society ‘ 8. H. Hayes. 
North Square.........-..--+s+2s.+. Boston Port Society.-..-.. ‘ Oyrus L. Eastman. 
Cor. Commercial and Lewis Sts.. Baptist Bethel Society..... Se . A. Cooke, 


he ParmenhterStreet..- ..cessscrcccce MPISCOPAl-cccccvsseverccece «& J.P. Pierce. 
. A “« ¥F. Southworth. 


| PORTLAND, ME., Foutst.n. Custom H Portland Sea. Frn’d Soc’y.. 
| PROVIDENCE, R. I., 52 Wickenden St Prov. Sea. Friend Society.. « J. W. Thomas, 

| Newrort, R.1., 51 Long Wharf.... Individual Effort.........4» “ O. H. Malcom, D.D. 
| NEW BEDFORD...........++-++--+.-«» New Bedford Port Society. ‘ J.D. Butler. 

| PHILADELPHIA, c. Front & Union Sts. Presbyterian.....ecavecesss * Vincent Group. 


Cor. Shippen and Penn Streets... Methodist ....+.cscsee- ‘© William Major. 
eee tisech cc ee Hpiscopal..cersccarscacsesce © OW. B. Erben. 
ss Joseph Perry. 


Front Street, above Navy Yard... Baptist....-.cessessvecsees 
| BALTIMORE, sor. Alice & ‘Anna Sts.. Seamen’s.Un. Bethel Soc.. ‘* Chas. McKlfresh. 
| Oor. Light and Lee Streets........ se osalee ane Satay pra sR. BR. Murphy. 
¢ merican . 
MENORFOLE coc ccccavcwsruaarccesceesce ie Friend Societies f } s pa ae. 
WILMINGTON, N. O....-+00-+02+00+4» Wilmington Port Society... as. L. Keen. 
‘OHARLESTON, Church, n. Water St.. Amer. ea. Friend Soo’y.+. a Wm. B. Yates. . 
SAVANNAH -ccerccsscascreccrscsrrssces  “ - % Richard Webb. 
MOBILE, Church Street, near Water. —— —_ —_-:— 


: y.. % LH. Pease. 
INWs ORLEANS cecesctsnervavecseoess Amer. Sea, Friend Soc’y i anes 


an 


\ TECONOAI paatehinsilietce Bs 
ee) Orc a ee ay & « BR. 8. Stubbs. 


N 


AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY, 


80 Wall Street, New York. - 


ORGANIZED, MAY, 1828—-INCORPOBATED, APRIL, 1833. 


i 2 BRIGG 8S, Vice President 
RICHARD P. BUCK, Esg., President. Capt. NATH’L 
Be 8. H. HALL, D. ‘De Gor Sec’y & Treas. L. P. HUBBARD, Financial Agent. 


) . 1.—To improve the social, moral and religious condition of seamen; 
os aonee them from M aposition and fraud; to prevent them from becoming a 
curse to each other and the world; to rescue them from sin and its consequen- 
ces, and to SAVE THEIR SOULS. 2.—To sanctify commerce, aii interest and a 
power in the earth, second only to religion itself, and make it everywhere serve 
maid of Christianity. 5 “<5 “4 
ra er Accoseslsanunsiaae 1a preaching of the Gospel by Missionaries 
and Chaplains, and the maintenance of Bethel Churches in the ps ports of 
this and foreign countries. In addition to its Chaplaincies in the United States, 
the Society has stations in Caina, JAPAN, the SANDWICH ISLANDS, Cuiui, BRAZIL, 
France, Iraty, BeLerum, Denmark, NoRway, SWEDEN, NEw Brunswick, &c., 
and will establish others as its funds shall allow. Besides preaching the Gospel 
to seamen on-ship-board and on shore, and to those who do business upon our 
inland waters, Chapin visit the sick and dying, and as far as possible supply 
the place of parents and friends. : s 
2.—The monthly publication of the SarLors’ Magazine and SzaMEN’s FRIEND, 
designed to collect and communicate information, and to enlist the sympathy 
and co-operation of Christians of every name, in securing the objects of the. 
Society. The last of these publications, the SEaAMEN’s FRienpD, is gratuitously 
furnished to Chaplains and Missionaries for distribution among seamen and others 
‘The Society also publishes the Lirx Boat for the use of Sabbath-schools, 
3.—Loan LipraRizs, composed of carefully selected, instructive, and enter- 
taining books, put up in cases containing between thirty-five and forty volumes 
each, tor the use of ships’ officers and crews, and placed as a general thing, in the 
care of converted sailors, who thus become for the time, effective missionaries 


among their shipmates. This plan of sea-missions contemplates much more | ia 


than the placing of a Christian Library on ship-board, in that, (1) It places the 
library in the hands of an individual who takes it for the purpose of doing good 
with it, and who. becomes morally responsible for the use made of it, (2) It 


usually places the library in charge of the Captain of the vessel. (8) It contem- |# | 
plates a connection between the sailor and the individual who furnishes 


the library which he reads, The donor of each library is informed, if he re- || 
quests it, when and where it goes, and to whom it is entrusted; and what- | 
ever of interest is heard from it, is communicated. The whole number of libra- 
ries sent out by the Society, to May ist, 1877, is 5,866, containing 290,856 vol- 


ames. Calculating 4,678 re-shipments, they have been accessible to probably — ; 


250,000 men. Over one thousand hopeful conversions at sea have been report- | 


ed as traceable to this instrumentality. A large propor ee of these libraries |} | 


have been provided by special contributions from Sabbath-schools, and are | — 
frequently heard from as doing good service. This work may be and should be || 
greatly extended. More than 20,000 American vessels remain to be supplied, a 
4.—The establishment of Sarors’ Homes, Reapine Rooms, Savines’ Banks, 
the distribution of Brstes, Tracts, &c. ‘ a 
The Sartors’ Home, 190 Cherry St., New York, is the es erty and under | § 
the direction of the Society. It was opened in 1842, since which time it has ac- _ 
commodated over 90,000 boarders. This one institution has saved to seamen 
and their relatives, $1,500,000. The moral and religious influence on the seamen 1. 
sheltered there, can not be estimated. More or less shipwrecked seamen are | {) 
coustantly provided for at the Home, A Missionary of the Society is in daily | § 
attendance, and religious meetings are held on week day evenings, Similar | 9 
iustitutions exist, in other cities, under the care of auxiliary Societies. met 


NOTE.—Twenty dollars contributed by me individual or Sabbath-school, will send a | 9 
Library to sea, in the name of the donor. e SAILORS’ MAGAZINE is, when asked for, 


sent gratuitously to Pastors, who take a yearly collection for the cause, and to Life-Mem- | 


bers and Direciors, wpon aa annual request for the same. 


